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Newsletter

LORD, DURING
THIS LENTEN
SEASON,
NOURISH ME
WITH YOUR
WORD OF LIFE
AND MAKE ME
ONE WITH YOU
IN LOVE AND
PRAYER.

February
February2018
2018
Ash Wednesday Services
Rostrenen Holy Communion 3pm in the Salle Paroissiale, 4 rue Joseph Pennec, Rostrenen.
Huelgoat also invited.
Ploërmel Holy Communion 11.00am

Chaplain’s Letter

I suppose that we all realise, to a greater or lesser

extent, that there is persecution of Christians all
over the world, and that people’s freedom to believe
and worship is often curtailed by those in power.
But we are less likely to know that such freedoms
are in very real danger of being curtailed in a
country in which such freedoms have been dearly
won over the centuries and often taken for granted
simply as a given of national life. And that country is
our own – the UK.
It will be done in the most rational way, in the name
of political correctness, of safeguarding the rights
of minorities, of equal opportunities for all. But it
will lead to radical departure from values which
have taken centuries to attain, and which have made
our nation greater than any empire could have done.
Do please take note of the article taken from the
Barnabas Fund *website. If we put our heads in the
sand and declare that this could not happen in our
country, then future generations will not only suffer
grave restrictions on their freedoms, but will
rightly blame us for not having ‘stood up to be
counted’ when it was required of us. This needs both
prayer and appropriate action.
It is so important for us to pray for our Christian
brothers and sisters in other countries where they
live in conditions we can only begin to imagine. How
fortunate we are to be able to worship freely
without fear of persecution.
By the beginning of February, with the welcome
arrival of Robin Adams, I will no longer be ‘interim
priest-in-charge’ of Christ Church Brittany. This will
be my third retirement and the end of my second
interregnum at Christ Church! I should like to thank
you all for your prayers and encouragement over the
last almost eighteen months. I certainly could not
have done it without the huge support from Suzanne
and our two wardens. Thank you all!

*see page
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A SNAPSHOT OF OUR HISTORY
You will remember that in last month’s newsletter I had written how, after hearing Laura’s
sermon, I had been approached to reproduce the history in these columns.
I should mention that this account is drawn from her and Robin’s experiences and edited
by me. Although accurate as far as we can make it, there will inevitably be some details
omitted which others might consider important. Our apologies to anyone who might recall
events differently. Editor

the Maison-Mère of the Frères de
La Mennais in Ploërmel”.
Here Beri takes up the story in an article
she prepared some 15 years after the
inception of Christ Church Brittany.

Maison Mère of the Frères
Laura recalls:
“Looking back to the very beginning of
Christ Church, it all started in 1999 when
the Revd Roger Fray and his wife
Berenice, affectionally known as Beri,
decided to live full time in their holiday
home at La Chapelle Caro near
Ploërmel. Originally a primary school
teacher, Roger had been a curate and a
children’s advisor in the Oxford Diocese.
With permission from the Diocese in
Europe, Roger and Beri started a church
in their home, monthly at first, then
fortnightly and finally weekly. After a year
or so they were offered a classroom at

“In worldly opinion refusing the
incumbency of a vibrant parish, with
all that promised, great people,
lovely vicarage, pastoral support of
a caring bishop and, yes, a stipend
made no sense at all according to
many we met. And for what? A new
work in a foreign country which we
only knew as a holiday place. But we
had a promise from our great God;
'Trust in the Lord and do good;
dwell in the land and enjoy safe
pasture. Delight yourself in the
Lord and He will give you the
desires of your heart.' Psalm 37
verses 3&4
So, with the encouragement and
promise of pastoral support from
ICS (Intercontinental Church
Society) and licensed by the
Diocese in Europe, we came to
Brittany as joint Chaplains in 1999.
There was no finance, therefore no
stipend, but we had amazing
friends. who sponsored us for this
new work and some still do!
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The first challenge was to make
ourselves known to the local Catholic
Bishop and his clergy who were very
welcoming and helpful. Then we
needed to make contact with as many
English speakers in the area as
possible, as we only knew a few. Our
estate agent was invaluable in giving us
addresses, so many letters were sent
to people with 'English sounding
names'. Advent Sunday 1999 saw the
first service of the Brittany Anglican
Congregations held in our home with,
to our amazement, 18 people
attending. We continued to meet
there for 10 months when Les Frères
de La Mennais made rooms available to
us in La Maison-Mère, Ploërmel. This
was such a blessing and was the first
of 4 congregations throughout
Brittany that we were enabled to
establish. The 2nd, in Nantes, met
once a month, and was soon followed
by Guerlesquin (now Huelgoat) where
an existing Home group asked to
become part of Christ Church. The
4th began in Bonen (now Rostrenen),
under the leadership of the Hillmans.

But it was with joy that we joined so
many on Advent Sunday 2014, some 15
years on, to celebrate what God has
done and continues to do. We caught
up with old friends and made new
ones.
We felt welcomed and, yes, loved by
so many and were greatly encouraged
to see that CCB continues to flourish.
In a moving service we were reminded
of God's mission which He entrusts to
all who seek to follow Him. I had the
privilege of lighting the first candle
on the Advent Wreath as we prayed
‘ Lord, make us one as we walk with
Christ today and forever.' and
through music, the Word, prayer and
Communion we drew closer together.
During our time in Brittany, when
things were rather tough, we were
given these words from Habakkuk 1:5;
'Look at the nations and watch and be
utterly amazed. For I am going to do
something in your days that you would
not believe, even if you were told.'

At that service, this Advent Sunday,
I found myself in tears several times,
as I recognised how faithful our great
Our Father God was, of course,
faithful to his promise, and enabled us God is. I am amazed and honoured to
have been part of establishing Christ
to minister to a ‘parish' the size of
Wales from our home in La Chapelle
Church Brittany and helping people ‘to
know Jesus Christ and make Him
Caro.
known’.
Many good people came and joined us.
Some stayed, others found it difficult Berenice (Beri) Fray
to adapt to life in France, returning to
the UK.
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David Ray, a retired diplomat, and his wife
Margaret, bought an old manor house at MaëlCarhaix not far from Rostrenen. His work had
taken them all over the world and they had
experienced the Anglican church in many
different settings. Finding there was nothing
similar round here they got together with a
French couple, the Dallongevilles, and started
the Locarn carol service which has continued to
this day. It became evident that there were many
English speakers in this area who might
appreciate a more regular service in their native
language. We put out a questionnaire and were
encouraged by the response. Before the Frays
left to go to the Vendée, it was agreed that we
We are most thankful to Laura and Robin for delving
should hold monthly and later fortnightly services
into their archives to give us this insight
at Bonen in the church there which was not
Laura continues:
needed by the Catholics, except for funerals and
At precisely the same time as the Frays, October
the annual Pardon”
1999, we also came to live in Brittany and were
put in touch with them by the Diocese in Europe
office in London. Robin had been a Reader for
many years and offered his services. Beri Fray
was also a Reader. In addition, we were greatly
helped in the early years by the Revd Dr John
Marvell and his wife Pat who occasionally came
over from Dinard.
Eventually, after a change of Bishop in the
diocese of Vannes, we were offered the use of
the Sainte Famille chapel in Ploërmel which had
been converted to include meeting rooms as well
as kitchen and toilet facilities. It needed a coat of
paint and a thorough clean but has proved to be
a most useful facility which also houses an
English library and a room where social events
can be held.
Pictured here The Rev John Marvel, Laura and
Robin
at the service commemora"ng the 15th
At about the same time as the Guerlesquin (later
Anniversary
Huelgoat) congregation came into being,
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As we spoke it was evident that other preachers had offered their services freely and kept our
church vibrant and one both Pam and I were able to recall was Michael Grainger who in our early
days was regular in attendance at Rostrenen, but Laura was very mindful of others, including the
Revd Dr John Marvell (2000 – 2017), The Revd David Clark (2007 – 2010), Revd Lionel Stock
(2009 – 2012) and locum priests in 2011 -12 were Revds Ray Jones, John Murray, David Ineson,
Roger Wikeley & David Hart (for 3 mths each).
“Our next Chaplain was the Revd Hazel Door,
who had a permanent home in the Charente.
With her husband Martin, she moved into
Josselin and ministered to us for three and a half
years before moving back to the Chaplaincy of
Poitou-Charentes. The Bishop of St Brieuc at the
time, Mgr Fruchaud, was not happy about a
woman priest officiating in one of his parish
churches so we appealed to Abbé Campion, the
Catholic priest in Rostrenen, to help us find
somewhere else which would be acceptable to
the Catholic hierarchy. That was when he came
up with the idea of our using the chapel of
Campostal and the Manoir next door. As the
boarders now go home at weekends the school
didn’t need it on a Sunday and the Headmaster
readily agreed to our using the premises free of
charge. That was 10 years ago and we are still
there. In addition, we have an arrangement with
the parish church of Rostrenen to use the parish
rooms behind the Presbytery for our Fellowship
Group and occasional Chaplaincy Council
meetings.
Most of you will know the Revd Fred Trethewey,
our most recent Chaplain, who did a great job in
consolidating our various communities and who
has now gone to live in Moreton-in-Marsh with
his wife, Margaret. We now await with
anticipation the arrival of the Revd Robin Adams
and his wife, Donna, who are due to start work in
early February 2018.
Well, that in a nutshell is Laura’s story,
highlighting the amazing way in which God’s
hand has been evident in our development over
the years.

Our church in Ploërmel as it was when
we commenced using the building

As Laura concludes.
“It is now up to us to keep Christ Church going
and to ensure that it continues to serve the
needs of its members and the wider community.
So, as we look back over the past with gratitude,
accept the present with all its uncertainties and
questions and look to the future with hope, we
pray that Christ the King will reign in our hearts
now and always. Amen”

.
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After a short appeal in the newsletter last month I was grateful to receive this
nugget from John and Judith Lawl which adds to the spirit of involvement of the few,
in those early days. Editor
“John & I have been involved with Christ Church since services were held at Roger &

Beri’s home at La Chapelle Caro, then moved to a ground floor classroom at the
mother house of Les Frères de La Mennais.
The church set up a drop-in centre in the town and I believe that was how Chris &
Elaine came to be involved.
I first met Elaine in 2004 when Colin & Lesley Bessant held a worship & workshop
weekend, including dance, creative psalm writing and banner making. We stayed
overnight in the big square enclosure there in our camping car, as did several others.
The Bessants came again in 2005 when they organised worship & workshops, did
some sketches and had a praise party with a picnic lunch at the campsite they were
staying at just outside Ploërmel”.

Lent Groups/Lent Course
It has been decided that this year’s lent courses
should be based on the Lent Study Guide ‘Living
Faith’- invita"ons from the Cross.
The guide takes time to explore the rich tapestry of
meaning that surrounds this central and most defining
moment in history. Over six studies, consider the final
words of Jesus on the cross, as recorded in the Gospels.
Each of these sayings can be seen as a unique invitation
to connect with God. So, discover another level of living
faith as you hear and respond to Jesus' gracious words,
which welcome us:
To forgive, to service, to hope, to adoption,
to empathy and to trust

Rostrenen Lent Group meetings: Fridays 16th, 23rd, March 2nd, 9th 16th, 23rd at 3 pm in
the Salle Paroissiale, 4 rue Joseph Pennec, Rostrenen.
We shall be following Living Faith - invitations from the Cross. As depicted above.

Huelgoat: Adopting the same programme, weekly, commencing there on the 21st
February at the Salle Paroissiale in the square.

Ploërmel at dates to be announced.
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Contacts
CHURCH OFFICE :14
: rue Général Dubreton, 56800 Ploërmel
Web Site: www.churchinbrittany.com

CHURCHWARDENS AT PLOëRMEL:

Norma Parker Tel: 02 97 75 42 37
e-mail: normajaneparker@rocketmail.com

Chris Wilson Tel: 02 97 72 19 29
e-mail : wilson.christopher@orange.fr
HUELGOAT:

Carole Turner Tel: 02 98 78 24 68
e-mail: carlen2@hotmail.co.uk
ROSTRENEN:

Laura & Robin Hillman Tel: 02 97 51 74 2 6
e-mail kermoran@orange.fr
NEWSLETTER:

Editor:
Alfred Adgey
e-mail church.newsletter@orange.fr

Contributions for the March Newsletter accepted up to
Mid Day Sunday 18th February
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Janet from Huelgoat

sends us

this salutary lesson. Despite the
majority of us beneﬁ"ng from this
service there are those who are
sadly, s"ll unaware of its existence.

We need your help please! Please read
this sad story and share it with your
British friends and neighbours.
Several months ago, the church was
asked if we could help with a local British
couple both showing signs of dementia.
They were no longer able to drive, nor to
access their own money, to feed and
clothe themselves. The couple turned out
to be a brother and sister, delightful and
amusing, well-travelled, well educated,
speaking several languages between
them, but without any family to step in.
Once our church visitors had gained their
trust, it became clear that several other
people in the British community, as well
as their local French mayor and his team,
had already spent many hours trying to
support them. But as time went on it was
evident that they needed to be in
residential care.
Now as you know, all residents in France,
French or foreigners, working or retired,
are obliged by law to have health
insurance. Most people qualify for
the state health insurance, but to be
covered by the public health system,

residents must register with the CPAM
(Caisse Primaire d'Assurance Maladie).
Most of you reading this article,
hopefully all of you, will by now be saying
“Yes, of course, the paperwork was a
right pain but we’ve done that” - well this
couple never registered, despite many
years of living here, despite speaking
fluent French, and now the documents
they need cannot be found. Because they
didn’t register, they lost the place set up
for them 6 months ago in a local
retirement home because there was no
system for the home to be paid; and nor
can the hospital be reimbursed for their
care; a power of attorney has had to be
taken out; a social worker is trying to
establish where they may have worked;
and, more importantly, the couple have
been very frightened, and cold, and
often hungry, because they could not
access the help that was there for them
until they became affiliated to the
French system. This will be addressed,
once the authorities can get the
necessary information from GB, but it
will be too late for the brother, who
recently passed away.
Do you have contact with someone who
may also have put off joining the French
health system? If you do, please
encourage them to get it sorted out this
very month. We all put things off and
assume that there will be time in the
future, but none of us know how our
circumstances may change.
Janet
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Getting Started
Episode 2

As Arthur introduced me to five bells of Corley church I was
surprised by how little room they took up, due to clever
positioning within the bellframe. The frame would have
originally been made of wood but had been replaced by steel
sometime in the past. Thankfully the ringers had stopped
ringing and lowered the bells so they were in the “down”
position while we were aloft. The bells were fitted to a hanger,
bolted through a stud with a hole cast in the top of the bell
(next time you are in Rostrenen chapel look at the bell sitting

In 1767 at Debenham in Suffolk a band of eight young men

by the door and you will see this) The hanger was in turn

rang a peal of Bob Major, consisting of 10,080 changes and

connected to an axle bolted to the frame which allowed the

taking over 6 hours.

bell to swing, with one end attached to the wooden pulley

That of course meant little to me as I started the climb

wheel about 3 feet in diameter to which one end of the bell

towards that small trapdoor high in the ceiling of Corley

rope was tied on to one of the spokes, went through a hole in

Church, to be introduced to the five bells that would become

the rim and half way round the groove in the rim and

very familiar to me over the next twenty years or so. The

disappeared through a hole in the floor. The bells at Corley

wooden ladder that had looked so solid before having the

church were relatively lightweight, the smallest (treble) at one

three sections extended to the maximum now began to flex

hundredweight, and the largest (tenor) five hundredweight.

as I followed Arthur to a fate unknown. As I spotted some

Nevertheless Arthur seemed proud in telling me that even the

small round holes in one or two of the rungs, my fear of

treble would lift the inexperienced ringer off their feet.

heights, bats and big hairy spiders was joined by that of

It was time to descend to ground level, with Arthur giving me

woodworm. As my eyes adjusted to the gloom my guide was one final bit of advice, “never come up here on your own” he
halfway across the loft, advising me - almost as an

said, well my friend I thought to myself as I peered through

afterthought - to keep on the timber sheets which had been

the trapdoor there is no chance of that ever happening. I

laid over the joists to form a walkway.

huffed and puffed but somehow managed to reach the

Now, early church bells, and I am talking pre 14th century,

ground in one piece, and could not help noticing the ringers

were hung on a simple spindle and chimed by a deacon

were looking a bit grumpy having lost a good slice of their

pulling on a rope. We will discover the difference between

practice time. I was told I could have a 10 minute one to one

chiming and ringing later. The Reformation brought about the session at the end, where I would be shown how to “pull
desecration of monastic abbeys and buildings and included

Sally”, but that’s for next time.

the removal of bells. In the 1600s many churches began to

During World War II all church bells were silenced, to ring

rehang bells, and a way had been found to mount the bell on only to inform of an invasion by enemy troops. This had the
a whole wheel which meant much greater control of the rope, effect of reviving interest in the art once peace had returned.
enabling the ringer to slow down or speed up the strike. The

BBC sitcom Dad's Army included an episode where the

final refinement was a stay and slider which meant the bell

church bells rang by mistake, leading the Home Guard to

could be “set” The ringer could now rotate the bell 360

believe that an invasion was taking place.

degrees and stop and start the ringing at will.

Graham
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The Reredos
An interesting article provided by Peter Sampson,
second home owner, and a regular member of our
church in Rostrenen.
The name reredos is derived from the Old
French Arere (behind) and Dos (back) via.
Areredos (Anglo Norman French) to
Reredos (Late Middle English).

Reredos at St Mary the Virgin, Bickleigh near Plymouth.

The Reredos is the ornamental screen,
partition or wall decoration at back of an
altar in a church, it can be a sculpture, a
hanging, a tapestry or a painting. They are
either freestanding on the ground or
attached to the wall directly behind the altar;
unlike a retable or altarpiece that are stood
on or set onto ledges behind and attached
to the altar.

Unlike the crucifix and candles, a reredos is
not an obligatory element of the alter, but they have been used to reinforce the understanding of the
relationship between Christ's presence in the word of Liturgy and the Eucharist that is on the altar.
As a link from Christ Church Brittany to our 'other' parish church St Mary the Virgin, Bickleigh on the
outskirts of Plymouth I have used its reredos. Situated below the stained-glass window and behind
the Dartmoor granite alter is the reredos which is a unique painting representing the Resurrection by
Graham Sutherland. The frame was made by Bramwell Browning from a 300-year oak tree and he
spent three weeks carving the convex shape with an adze. When finished it was covered in gold leaf.
The perfectly fitting frame was then assembled in the church and held together with wooden dowels.

Peter

Rostrenen
CHURCH LUNCH WEDNESDAY 21st FEBRUARY
AT LE MOULIN, de PONT SAMOEL Nr SILFIAC

Traditional English style carvery, three roast meats, assortment of veg.
17 euros to include dessert, wine, and coffee.
The restaurant has been booked for our exclusive use. This provides a grand
opportunity to chat and catch up in relative privacy.
Serving from 12.30pm
To book please email graham.lissaman@gmail.com
02 96 29 66 81
or complete the form in church.
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Christ Church Brittany ..
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.” 1John 1:7
Please pray for:
1.

Robin, our new Chaplain, as he starts his ministry with us.

2.

Robin and Donna getting to know us and settling into their new home in Brittany.

3.

The Ploërmel congregation. Père Pierre and the people of the RC parishes of the area in
Brittany.

4.

Service at Ploërmel

5.

†ell - the good news of Jesus - "to know Jesus Christ and to make him known". CCB's
witness to Christ among English speakers living in Brittany.

6.

CCB and all of us who worship there; our unity, mutual support and encouragement of each
other.

7.

Diocesan Bishop Dr Robert Innes; Bishop David Hamid; Archdeacon Meurig Williams; Rural
Dean Debbie Flach.

8.

Our neighbours at St Bartholomew's, Dinard, & Christ Church, La Manche.

9.

The Lent courses starting in our three churches; that we reflect, repent and allow the Holy
Spirit to work in us.

Robin’s first Service for CCB

2nd. Sunday Before Lent

10. The Huelgoat congregation and the Worship Team. For Père Lommig and the people of the
RC parishes of the area.
11. Services at Huelgoat, Ploërmel and Rostrenen.
Sunday next before Lent
Robin’s first Services at Huelgoat and Rostrenen
12. †end - to those in need by loving service with the compassion of Jesus. The ministries of Les
Mains Ouvertes, and Les Restos du Coeur.
13. Causes that the Chaplaincy supports, Friends of Tread and Les Frères de La Mennais.
14. Ash Wednesday Services
“Even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and
mourning.” Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from
sending calamity. Joel 2: 12,13
15. Our Christian family all over the world, often struggling to worship in freedom and safety.
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.. Prayer Diary

February

16. The weak, suffering and vulnerable people in our communities.
17. All who lead us in worship and minister to us; the musicians, audio teams, readers,
intercessors and all who work behind the scenes to help us enjoy worshipping and meeting
together.
18. Service at Ploërmel

1st. Sunday of Lent

19. †ransform - situations where there is conflict, violence, exploitation or suffering from natural
disasters. Troubled parts of the world where people live with fear, injury and death.
20. Everyone who works to maintain the growth and development of CCB.
21. All that is involved in publicising services, special events and the presence of our church in
Brittany; Belinda Mullinix our Press Officer.
22. Reader Ministry: Alan, Guy, Laura and Robin, and the Lay Worship leaders; that they
continue to be guided by the Holy Spirit.
23. The team who run the Ministry of La Source: Chris, Michael, Rob, Sue, Lena, Sallyann and
Elaine.
24. The congregation at Rostrenen; Père Jean-Marc and the people of the RC parishes of the
area.
25. Services at Huelgoat, Ploërmel and Rostrenen

2nd. Sunday of Lent

26. †reasure the earth that God has created through and for Jesus.
27. Brian Parker, Safety Officer and Brian Lean, Electoral Roll Officer.
28. Intercontinental Church Society (ICS) and its Seasonal Chaplain’s reaching out to
holidaying visitors in Switzerland.

A matter of perspective
Three preachers sat discussing the best positions for prayer while a telephone repairman worked
nearby.
"Kneeling is definitely best," claimed one.
"No," another contended. "I get the best results standing with my hands outstretched to Heaven."
"You're both wrong," the third insisted. "The most effective prayer position is lying prostrate, face
down on the floor."
The repairman could contain himself no longer. "Hey, fellas, " he interrupted, "the best prayin' I ever
did was hangin' upside down from a telephone pole."
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CHAPEL RENOVATIONS
In an interview with an enthusias'c Chris we discover the tremendous eﬀort
members of the congrega'on have performed in comple'ng their renova'ons.
After receiving some favourable comments and photographs from a number of very ardent
congregation members concerning the recent renovations, which took place at our church in
Ploërmel, l contacted Chris Wilson one of our church wardens there to discuss the obvious
enthusiasm which this project has generated.
Chris, being Chris was full of admiration and thanks for the reception these renovations had
created and was more than willing to discuss the project
He commenced by expressing
how very pleased he and the
congregation felt with the
outcome and as all good
administrators
and
careful
watchers of the purse strings, he
laid emphasis on the fact that the
project in its entirety, was funded
by two generous donations and a
final appeal.
He commenced by expressing how very pleased he and the congregation
felt with the outcome and as all good administrators and careful
watchers of the purse strings, he laid emphasis on the fact that the
project in its entirety, was funded by two generous donations and a
final appeal.
Covering this in a little more detail Chris explained that It all started over a year ago when a
member of the congregation approached the church and explained that she would love to buy
something for the church, as a memorial to a loved one who had died, and this conversation
resulted in her making a very generous
donation. She was particularly keen in
suggesting that the gift should benefit
the whole congregation, which led to
the suggestion of replacing the rather
old and uncomfortable chairs.
Chris, explained to me that the church
had always intended replacing the
chairs, but funds came at a premium
and had to be protected for essential
expenditure.
14

However, looking at the costings and obtaining the best prices he thought he might find it
necessary to approach the church council for a contribution, as there was a shortfall, At this
point he was quick to explain that out of the blue he received another very generous donation,
specifically to put towards the cost of new chairs and this again as a memorial to a loved one
who had passed away.

Working with this additional donation he said they discovered instead of a shortfall the thought
now turned to the possibility of replacing the carpet, which was some 40 years old, rather
worn and badly stained. On carefully costing this the project once again faced a shortfall.
Not to be beaten, heads came together, the result of which was to ask the congregation if
they would wish to sponsor a chair as, a way of making up this shortfall. Just in two Sundays,
Chris, emphasised that the sum of €1200 was raised, which was a superb effort and enabled
us to go ahead and complete the purchase of both chairs and a new carpet.
With all this expenditure, new carpet, new chairs and the redecoration of the church not one
penny was levied on Christ Church.
Chris, concluded by expressing thanks particularly to those who have contributed financially
to make the project viable, the two original donors and all those who sponsored a chair or
chairs. He also expressed thanks to all those who carried out the painting, carpet removal and
finally the assembly of the 60 chairs, such input making it all possible. He mentioned
everyone's delighted at the final result, as are the original instigators of the project without
whose generous donations the project would not have been possible. We now have a longlasting and useful memorial that will benefit all who worship at Christ Church.
Editor
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Celebrating our
differences
by Colin Jones

1 Peter 5:14 Greet one another with a kiss of love.
I find it so pleasing when I think about the French in general being so polite. To be greeted by
someone entering a boulangerie with the words “M’sieur, Dammes” or, when sitting in the doctor’s
waiting room, with a general “Bonjour”, has always pleased me even though a reply is not normally
expected. Why? I think that it is because I’m recognised, not as “Oh, that’s Colin Jones” but as
someone with whom they share the same space. I’m not usually so pleased when driving,
however, when the car behind gets so close that I think that they want to share the boot of my car
with Sophie, my dog, or when direction indicators aren’t used, or someone is just that little bit
quicker than I in getting into the last free space in a car park. Forgetting, of course, that my road
manners are not perfect. Is it, then, a superficial politeness or do the French have as a national
trait this in-built sense of politeness? I’m sure it has more to do with education and upbringing
than genes, but it pleases me none the less that I am greeted as an individual with either a hand
shake or a kiss.
When I lived in the UK I would normally greet people, both men and women, with the most
cheerful “Hello!” or “Good Morning” I could muster at the time and would shake hands only when
meeting someone for the first time or on special occasions. It was so very rare that I would
embrace someone, and when it occurred, it was always a woman and never, but never, would I
embrace a man. Now, my attitudes and actions have changed. Mainly, I think, because I
appreciate the politeness shown to me I want to show the same courtesy to others. But it is rather
like the difference in addressing someone as “Vous” or “Tu”. How does one know which to use
and when? When one meets for the first time does one address the stranger as Vous or the more
familiar Tu? It all depends upon the circumstances and the company one is in. There is no hard
and fast rule but it is usually accepted that Vous is used until one is more comfortable in the
stranger’s prescence or the stranger is no longer a stranger. Children, of course, are encouraged
to address everyone as Tu, their parents, teachers and strangers alike, but at what age do they
stop being children? That is why God is addressed as Tu in the vast majority of prayers and Bible
references.
How does one know when to shake someone’s hand or to kiss them (and how many times)?
Again, there are no hard and fast rules. When entering a group of people, it is customary to greet
each person individually, either by shaking their hand or embracing them. It takes much more time,
of course, for all to greet everyone individually but as a personal viewpoint I think it is worth taking
the time to greet each person individually, I find the greeting to be much warmer and to have eye
contact with everyone individually very important. But how? By shaking their hand or kissing
them? I will always shake a man’s hand and only kiss him if he is a most dear and loving friend – I
kiss my son each time we meet and again each time we part, it is part of the bond between us and
a constant physical reminder of the love we share. And how many times? It varies depending on
the region but here in this part of Brittany the norm is twice. But how, and why twice? The idea of
it being twice is to give each one the opportunity of kissing the other, so it is an opportunity for each
to give the other a “peck on the cheek”. It does, of course, make the passing of germs, especially
in this weather when colds and flu abound much easier, but prudence is the byword, but under
normal circumstances how else do I get to kiss pretty women, in public, with their husbands close
by? And finally, if one has an aversion either to the act of kissing or to the individual you are
greeting then shaking their hand is regarded as being equally polite!

Colin
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Brexit Negotiations:
The State of Play
From the office of The Rt.
Revd. Dr. Robert Innes
Diocesan Bishop
Diocese in Europe

Many people in our diocese are worried about the implications of Brexit. The purpose of this

blog is to set out where negotiations have got to in regard to Citizens Rights – the area that
most affects individual British people living in the EU.
The negotiations have now moved on to phase 2: transition period and future commercial
relationship between the UK and the EU. The positive progress in Brexit negotiations on
Citizens’ Rights that I reported on last October led to an agreement in principle on all issues
before the end of last year. The 58 individual items under discussion now all have a green
shading applied (see Citizens’ Rights Technical Note).
Of those issues on which agreement had not been reached back in October the outcome is as
follows:
• Cut-Off Date
The date after which moving to a new country will no longer qualify you for retained EU
freedom of movement rights is set at Brexit Day – 29th March 2019.
• Scope of EHIC (European Health Insurance Card)
Those qualifying for retained EU freedom of movement rights will continue to be able to obtain
emergency treatment in any EU country under the EHIC scheme and have it reimbursed by
the country where they normally receive healthcare. But those leaving the UK to live abroad
after Brexit Day (or vice versa) will not necessarily be covered by the scheme. Nonetheless, it
is still possible that a more comprehensive coverage of EHIC could be negotiated in phase 2
of the negotiations as part of the future post-Brexit relationship between the UK and the EU.
• Time limit of Retained EU Freedom of Movement Rights granted to EU Nationals living
in a country other than their own
Those qualifying for retained EU freedom of movement rights at Brexit Day and who have
already or go on to live for five years in the country where they resided on Brexit Day will retain
the right live and work in that country for life. This right can be forfeited if they absent
themselves from that country for more than 5 years. But national governments have discretion
not to terminate the rights after such an absence if they so wish.
• Scope of right for family members to join someone with retained EU freedom of
movement rights
Those qualifying for retained EU freedom of movement rights may obtain the same status for
all family members and other dependants living with them on Brexit Day. They will also have
the right for the following family members not living with them on Brexit Day to join them later
as of right: spouse, direct descendants who are under 21 or otherwise dependant (e.g.
students) and dependant direct ascending relatives.
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Portability of retained EU Freedom of Movement Rights
For UK citizens normally resident on the continent, on 29th March 2019 the Withdrawal
Agreement will only guarantee their retained EU freedom of movement rights for the country
in which they are resident on 29th March 2019. Other EU countries may grant them the right
to move to them and retain their rights, but that is at the discretion of their national
legislation. However, there is a possibility that retention of EU freedom of movement rights
may be made more flexible during the phase 2 negotiations of the future relationship
between the UK and the EU.
• Voting Rights
These have not been included in the scope of the phase 1 agreement.
• Role of the European Court of Justice
Disputes in relation to qualification for and exercise of these retained rights for those residing
in one of the remaining 27 EU Member States can ultimately be referred to the European
Court of Justice in Luxembourg for resolution. In the UK, national courts will decide such
cases but they will be mandated to follow the jurisprudence of the ECJ existing at the time of
Brexit and will retain the right to apply to the ECJ for a ruling on the interpretation of EU law
in respect of individual cases before reaching judgment for eight years after Brexit.
RESUMÉ OF AGREEMENT
TERMS ON KEY ISSUES
For those who missed my
earlier blog… I recap below
the final state of play at the
end of the phase 1
negotiations in relation to a
set of key issues. These
issues were the main areas
of concern expressed by
diocesan reps. at the
diocesan Brexit roundtable
meeting that I hosted in
Brussels back in January 2017 with UK Ambassador Alison Rose.
• Mutual recognition of national insurance contributions for healthcare, pension and
benefit entitlement. This would continue for those who have already at some time before
29th March 2019 lived or worked in another country. But those moving to live or work abroad
after 29th March 2019 would not necessarily benefit from these provisions.
• Actual receipt of healthcare, pensions and benefits (including EHIC) in another
country. Only protected for those already resident or working in another country before 29th
March 2019.
• Moving between EU countries after the cut-off date. At the moment rights are only
agreed to be protected in the country in which you are resident or working on 29th March
2019. However, there is a possibility that these rights could be extended to cover moving to
another EU country during phase 2 of the negotiations.
• Annual Uprating of Pensions. The UK offered unilaterally at the outset to continue to
uprate annually pensions paid to UK citizens’ resident on the Continent by the cut-off date.
The EU side has now agreed that the same should apply to EU citizens receiving pensions
from their home countries in the UK before the cut-off date.
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Rights of family members. The protected rights of citizens living in another country by
the cut-off date are also to apply to family members and other dependants living with
them on 29th March 2019 irrespective of their nationality and even if they are temporarily
resident abroad (e.g. students abroad). Indeed spouses, children (under 21 or otherwise
dependant – eg students) and dependant ascending relatives who are not living with the
rights holder on 29th March 2019 may join them later and be entitled to the same
protected rights. These rights should continue after the cut-off date even if the family
members concerned cease to be dependants (e.g. students becoming workers). Children
born or adopted after the cut-off date to citizens with protected rights would also be
covered by them. New family members (e.g. spouses) seeking to join a citizen with
protected rights, however, could only do so on the same basis as under current national
immigration laws for non-EU citizens.
• Definition of ‘Living in another Country’. The protected rights under discussion would
only take effect on a permanent basis for citizens who have completed 5 years
continuous residence by the cut-off date. Those with a shorter period of residence before
the cut-off date would enjoy these rights on a temporary residence basis until five years
residence has been completed. Absence of up to six months in any one year or 12
months for an important reason (e.g. childbirth) would not count as a break in continuous
residence. Also those reaching the age of retirement or having to retire on the grounds of
incapacity before reaching five years continuous residence would qualify for permanent
residence status from that point. However, even after permanent residence status has
been granted, a continuous absence from the country concerned of more than 5 years
could result in a loss of status (but the national government concerned could decide, at its
own discretion, not to insist on this).
• Enforcement of Protected Rights. For UK citizens resident in the remaining 27 EU
Member States who have disputes with national authorities as to whether they qualify for
these protected rights, settled access to the European Court of Justice would remain
open. For EU citizens living in the UK such disputes would be referred to national courts,
but with a mandate that they should follow the jurisprudence of the ECJ as established by
29th March 2019, and with an option to refer to the ECJ for an interpretative ruling on the
application of EU law in particular cases for eight years after Brexit.

Note Well: I must as before give a strong health
warning. EU Treaty negotiations work on the
principle that ‘nothing is finally agreed until
everything is agreed’ – so if we do end up with a ‘no
deal’ scenario these agreed terms cannot be relied
upon.
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Salient items discussed at the
Christ Church Brittany
Chaplaincy Council Meeting
held on Thursday 11th January
2018 at Rostrenen.

•

•
•

•
•
•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

The delay in the publication of the approved minutes of the Chaplaincy Council has been
unsatisfactory due to the need for their approval at the following Chaplaincy Council meeting. In
future a list of the most important points raised will be published in the first Newsletter following
the meeting.
The current financial situation of Christ Church Brittany is healthy but with a new Chaplain there
will be additional expenditure of which we all need to be aware.
The Revd Robin Adams and his wife Donna arrive in Brittany at the end of January. Robin’s first
service at Ploërmel is on February 4th and at Rostrenen and Huelgoat on February 11th. Ash
Wednesday services (February 14th) - Ploërmel (11.am) and at Rostrenen (3.00 pm) Robin’s
official licensing is on Sunday April 22nd at Ploërmel when Bishop Robert and Archdeacon
Meurig will both be present.
The Carol Services at Locarn, Huelgoat, Redon and Ploërmel went well and generally attracted
good support.
Christmas services at Huelgoat, Rostrenen and Ploërmel were also well attended. Huelgoat and
Rostrenen much appreciated the Revd Joy Dale’s assistance over the Christmas period.
The renovation of the chapel at Ploërmel has been completed very pleasingly. It was carried out
without direct financial support from Christ Church due to anonymous memorial gifts and
sponsorship for the new chairs.
500€ had been approved as a donation to the Campostal School at Rostrenen where the
chapel has been used free of charge for ten years. It will be forwarded to the Headmaster with a
suggestion that it might be used for enhancing the chapel building.
120€ was approved for the purchase of a printer for use at Huelgoat.
Each of the Lent Groups will follow the Lent Study Guide ‘Living Faith - Invitations from the
Cross’ published by CWR.
The Annual Church Meeting is on Sunday March 18th at Ploërmel following the Morning
Service. A new Churchwarden will be needed as Norma Parker is resigning. There will also be
elections for the Chaplaincy Council.
Sandra Lean is willing to take over from Brian Lean as Electoral Roll Officer after the ACM.
Applications to join the Roll will be welcomed.
Ian Desoer has been appointed as the new Christ Church Independent Examiner.
Services for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (January 18th-25th) will take place at St
Brieuc (January 19th), Ploërmel (January 21st) and Lorient (January 23rd).
The next Chaplaincy Council Meeting is on Thursday March 1st at Ploërmel.
Members of the Christ Church congregations are invited to discuss or raise any items with a
member of the Chaplaincy Council.
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Christmas Afterthought
By Gwen at Rostrenen

So perhaps we need to think beyond
the feelings of too early, too
commercialised, lost the true
meaning & replace those with
positive thoughts of how the twinkling
lights & flying Santas help to brighten
dark, miserable
evenings, how people lovingly
searching for something to make
somebody else happy and buying
cards to send to tell people who have
at some stage been, ( & some who still are ), important in their life that they
are remembered & valued, creates jobs for people. And remember cards
don't have to cost a fortune, it is the sentiment not the size that is
important. Yes e-cards do the job but, however hard you try, you can't hang
them up & is there anything to compare with sitting quietly on Christmas night
envelope in that lovely warm glow that comes from looking at all that has
contributed to that feeling, your Christmas tree decorated with " memories " &
cards filled with good wishes for you from people who have touched your
life.
And " lost the true meaning " - well o.k. so yes when Christmas is over for yet
another year we do tend to revert back & lose most of the goodwill it evokes
but if even the tiniest bit is carried forward into the new year is this not
positive? If a Christingle or carol service is their first introduction to church &
is remembered by a child, might this not be a positive step to their wanting to
understand more? And has it truly lost its meaning when so many people
who never normally would cross over the entrance to a church feel drawn to
do so at Christmas.
I realise that there are some who do not consciously celebrate Christmas as
the birth of Christ but I can't help but believe that if the build up to the
celebration of His birth brings so much happiness, brightness, goodwill, a
sense of wonder & employment into peoples lives then He will be happy &
hopefully forgive the sometimes well intentioned need we have to go O.T.T.
And on a positive note, well if each year only a handful of people " get the
Gwen
message " then surely this is better than none at all.
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Reclaiming religious freedom in the UK
This year Barnabas Fund will be launching a new campaign to reclaim the heritage of
freedom of religion in the UK and elsewhere which previous genera"ons of Chris"ans
endured hardship, persecu"on and even death to achieve.

“ The Church has a duty to protect the free practice of all faiths in this country.”
Her Majesty The Queen, Lambeth Palace, February 2012

Barnabas Fund is seeking a new Act of Parliament in the UK to guarantee seven fundamental aspects
of freedom of religion. These seven freedoms have developed in the UK by various mechanisms over
the last five centuries but are now under threat. A law to protect and guarantee them is urgently needed.
Tracing the heritage of religious liberty takes us back more than 800 years to Magna Carta in 1215. At
that time, England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland were separate nations; it was long before Great Britain
was created, let alone the United Kingdom. So Magna Carta’s ringing call that “the English Church”
must be free should not be seen as limited to England. We must see it as an affirmation to be embraced
by the whole of the UK, and far beyond, but expressed in the language of its time and context. Indeed,
in later centuries, Magna Carta became a rallying cry for the freedoms of all the English-speaking
peoples. For example, those who signed the American Declaration of Independence described
themselves as “patriots” claiming their ancient rights as Englishmen which had been set out in Magna
Carta and subsequent laws.
As we will explain in a new booklet which Barnabas Fund will shortly be launching, Magna Carta’s
affirmation that “the English Church shall be free” was gradually worked out over the centuries into
seven specific aspects of freedom of religion:
Freedom to read the Bible in public (achieved 1537)
Freedom to interpret the Bible without government interference (achieved 1559)
Freedom of worship (achieved 1689)
Freedom to choose, or change your faith or belief (achieved 1689)
Freedom to preach and try to convince others of the truth of your beliefs (achieved 1812)
Freedom to build churches and other places of worship (achieved 1812)
Freedom from being required to affirm a particular worldview or set of beliefs in order to hold
a public sector job or stand for election, work in professions such as teaching and law, or
study at university (achieved by the repeal of various Test Acts between 1719 and 1888)
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Most of these were achieved by the repeal of various restrictions on freedom of religion, rather than
a positive law affirming freedom of religion. They are therefore vulnerable to being eroded by those
who are either intent on imposing a particular ideological agenda, or by politicians who are simply
ignorant of the enormous importance that previous generations played in developing freedom of
religion and spreading it to other parts of the world.
The campaign will include a petition calling for a new law specifically guaranteeing all seven
aspects of freedom of religion which over the centuries have emerged in the UK. We will also be
organising similar petitions in Australia and New Zealand. But this campaign will be more than just
petitions. We shall be calling on Christians to engage in numerous ways to reclaim the freedoms
which our forefathers endured hardship, persecution and even death to achieve.
We are thankful to God for His guidance, blessing, provision and protection of the UK over
centuries. In times of great sin and impending judgement, through the prayers of His people and
the work of His saints like Wesley, Whitefield and others, judgement was averted. God in His mercy
intervened.
We believe that, as a nation, the UK has again left the pathways of God. We have forsaken His
laws, and we are faced with the possibility of the lampstand being removed from our country
(Revelation 2:5). With this will probably come the loss of our fundamental religious freedoms. Yet,
we believe it is not too late. We believe that we are still, as a nation, in the hands of our sovereign
Lord, that it is He who will determine our destiny. Meanwhile we, as His people, must, like
Nehemiah of old, pray, build and be equipped and ready to respond to every kind of attack
(Nehemiah 4). Finally, we must heed the words of 2 Chronicles 7:14 “If my people, who are called
by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

At the pearly gates a taxi driver and minister

Moses’ ﬁrst and last day as a lifeguard

are wai"ng in line. St. Peter consults his list and
says to the taxi driver, "Take this silken robe and
golden staﬀ and enter the Kingdom of Heaven."
St. Peter next greets the minister saying,
"Take this coFon robe and wooden staﬀ and
enter the Kingdom of Heaven."
"Just a minute," says the minister. "That man
was a taxi driver, and he gets a silken robe and
golden staﬀ while I get a coFon robe and
wooden staﬀ. How can this be?"
"Up here, we work by results," says St. Peter.
"While you preached, people slept; while he
drove, people prayed.
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Favourite hymn survey
In Christ Alone
These are the days of Elijah
Make me a channel of Your peace
Be thou my vision
Christ is made the sure foundation
Dear Lord and Father
Eternal Father, strong to save
Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah
How deep the Father’s love for us
Love divine
O Jesus, I have promised
O Lord my God
Onward, Christian soldiers

6 votes
4 “
3 “

Below are the top 13 hymns chosen
by Christ Church Members the remaining 31 hymns each had 1
vote—The full list will be available in
Church. Thank you for taking part.
Rachel Barnard

2 each

Sunday Services

February

Ploërmel
4th Second before Lent – Holy Communion 11.00am
11th First before Lent – Prayer and Praise 11.00am
14th Ash Wednesday – Holy Communion 11.00am
18th First of Lent – Holy Communion 11.00am
25th Second of Lent – Family Service with Holy Communion 11.00am

Rostrenen
11th First before Lent – Holy Communion 10.30am
14th Ash Wednesday – Holy Communion 3.00pm
25th Second of Lent – Holy Communion 10.30am

Huelgoat
11th First before Lent – Prayer and Praise 2.30pm
25th Second of Lent – Word and Worship with Holy Communion 2.30pm

The views expressed in the contents of this Newsletter are those of our
contributors and not necessarily the views of Christ Church.
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