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http://www.stpaulsmonaco.com/news  

Art of Preaching Course in Rome 

At the beginning of June 2016, 
Mary de Vachon and Father 
Walter attended a week-long 
course at the Anglican Centre in 
Rome. The course was entitled 
"The Art of Preaching" and 
sought to refresh the preaching 
ministry of course participants 
from around the Anglican world. 
One of the most beloved of 
Anglican preachers, Bishop 
Michael Marshall (retired Bishop 
of Woolwich), and the Anglican 
Centre's Associate Director, 
Father Marcus Walker (a former 

president of the Oxford Union), lead classes and workshops on the mission and ministry of 
preaching, including a review of the styles and techniques of public speaking. Course 
participants worked on sermons they brought for the course, and had the opportunity to 
practice these from the pulpits of some of Rome's historic churches. 

A Rocha Les Courmettes at Saint Paul's 

Joining us at the 10:30 service on 
12th June 2016, the Queen's official 
birthday, was a group of Christian 
environmental scientists from the A 
Rocha environmental study centre 
"Les Courmettes" at Tourrettes sur 
Loup. Some members of the A Rocha 
delegation were students from 
Regent College in Vancouver, 
attending a course at Les 
Courmettes. Dr Chris Walley, the 
Mediterranean Conservation Science 
Coordinator for A Rocha 
International, offered a very fine 
sermon, punctuated with a very dry 
and much appreciated sense of 

humour, reflecting that the respect, faithfulness, and generosity we owe the Queen must also 
be extended to God and the world he created. 
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Full House for Father's Day 

A truly special Father's Day celebration 
attracted a very large congregation to Saint 
Paul's Church on Sunday 19 June 2016. The 
children in the Sunday Club took on much of 
the leadership of the service: welcoming the 
many who came in the door, giving the 
readings, leading the prayers, taking up the 
collection and distributing a special Father's 
Day gift to all the dads in the church. 

PeaceJam with Rigoberta Menchù Tum  

Emily Rolfe's report on the 2016 PeaceJam workshop in Monaco: 

On Saturday, 11 June 2016, we met Rigoberta Menchù Tum (Nobel Peace 
Prize 1993) and she taught us all about mother nature, and many Mayan 
beliefs about the sky and earth and regeneration of the cycle of life, 
which she spoke about in her speech. On Sunday I presented my project 
to raise funds in support of the work of the UN foundation "Nothing But 
Nets". Rigoberta and everyone present seemed very impressed that I had 
raised €2,700 alone selling cookies at Saint Paul’s Church! Rigoberta 
congratulated me and then I preseted my three-panelled display board 
with details on my project in the corridor of the Lycée Technique. Many 
people didn't know much about malaria and they were very shocked that 
it was such a big issue. During my presentation, I also read a poem I 

wrote to illustrate the effects of malaria and consequences.  

Yet another wonderful Church Picnic! 

On 11 September 2016, the members of our Saint 
Paul's Church community had a lovely time together 
at this year's ever popular church picnic. Again this 
year, the Rolfe family hosted the event opening their 
pool side yard and home to picnickers arriving on a 
chartered bus or in their own cars. Following a picnic 
service of worship, a fabulous array of bring-and-
share salads and treats were served along with 
English sausages and hamburgers provided by the 
Rolfe family.  

The Blessing of the Animals 2016 

A wide range of animal friends joined 
their human companions and all the 
members of Saint Paul's for the annual 
Blessing of the Animals on the first 
Sunday of October (2nd October 2016) 
as part of our annual celebration of the 
Feast of Saint Francis (4th October.) 
Animal friends of all sizes and shapes 
were on hand for the annual Blessing of 
the Animals at Saint Paul's Church, 
including 2 hamsters, 2 cats, and 9 
dogs. Young people preparing for 

Confirmation at Saint Paul's (4 December) helped with the readings at the service.  
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Charity Lunch raises €3,350 for Refugees! 

On 16 October 2016, some 50 
members of the Saint Paul's 
community and their guests, filled 
the church Library for a delicious 
meal, featuring Sara Megginson's 
famous Chicken Cacciatore. More 
than €2,600 were collected to 
support two charities working with 
refugees: the Anglican Alliance, 
working through the Anglican 
chaplaincy in Athens, and iConnect-
Monaco whose efforts are focused 
on children in the camps in Turkey. 

Christophe Sosso from iConnect-Monaco made a compelling case for Christian involvement in 
bringing aid to refugees, giving the sermon during our Refugee Sunday service. He then visited 
each of the tables during the charity lunch to share photos from iConnect-Monaco's last trip to 
bring relief to the refugee children in Turkey. 

Father Walter announces his retirement 

At the 18 October 2016 meeting 
of the Church Council, Father 
Walter Raymond made the 
following announcement:  

It is with very mixed emotions 
that I announce to you today 
that I have decided to retire 
from full-time ministry as the 
Anglican Chaplain in Monaco, 
effective in the summer of 
2017. … Kindly be assured of my 
great affection for the people 
of Saint Paul's and of the 
support of my prayers for the 
future of our community here. 
… Thank you very much for the 

friendship and support you have extended to me over the past nine years. 

Saint Paul's Sponsors NFL Team 

The Saint Paul's Church Council voted unanimously 
to sponsor one of the teams participating in this 
year's No Finish Line (NFL) charity event which took 
place over nine days in November 2016. Chaplaincy 
Council member, Ben Rolfe, is the captain of the 
NFL team "Pussy Footing Around" and Saint Paul's 
is one of the team sponsors this year. For each 
kilometre members of the team walk or run along 
the 1.4 km NFL track in Fontvieille, one Euro is 
donated to the charity "Children & Future" – a 
charity that brings 3rd world children to Monaco for 
life saving and life changing surgery. As a 

sponsored team, Pussy Footing Around agrees to raise enough to cover the donations for all the 
kilometres the team logs in the 9 days of the NFL event. Saint Paul's has made a commitment to 
cover the donations to the charity for 2,500 kilometres logged by the team this year. 
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Anglican Chaplaincies of the Riviera 

The Anglican Chaplaincies of the 
Riviera (ACR) gathered at Saint 
Paul's on Sunday evening, 20th 
November 2016, for a service of 
readings and hymns celebrating 
the different seasons of the 
church year (featuring: Advent, 
Christmas, Lent, Easter and 
Pentecost). Archbishop Bernard 
Barsi and the new Anglican 
Archdeacon of France & Monaco, 
Father Meurig Williams joined in 
this service where Father Meurig 

was warmly received as the new Archdeacon of France. 

The Annual Ecumenical Kermesse 2016 

Easily one of the largest groups of Saint 
Paul's volunteers pitched in to make last 
year's Ecumenical Kermesse (3 December 
2016) a great success, measured not only 
in net result (income) but also in net 
value (community spirit and fun!) 
Volunteers from Saint Paul’s anchored the 
coffee, cake and drink stands, while over 
a dozen other helpers pitched in to help 
clear tables, and wash dishes. It was 
particularly great to welcome Bishop 
David to the 2016 Ecumenical Kermesse. 

Confirmation Class of 2016 

Many friends and family of the 
2016 Confirmation group joined 
other parishioners for the 
celebration of Holy 
Confirmation on Sunday, 4th 
December 2016, at Saint Paul's. 
Bishop David Hamid presided at 
the liturgy and nine young 
people from Monaco stood 
before a very full church 
congregation to "confirm" the 
faith of their Baptism.  

Festive Lift Cocktail Fund Raiser 

The Chaplain's apartment, Saint Paul's House, 
was the site of another fund-raising event on 6 
December 2016, organised by Samantha Stirling 
(photo left) and her hard-working Lift Campaign 
committee. Wildlife artist Spencer Hodge (photo 
centre) joined artists from the "Odd Group" in 
generously contributing work for sale at the 
Library Lift Cocktail, raising well over €1,000 in 
art sales alone in the course of the evening.  

http://www.stpaulsmonaco.com/news/images/2016/ACRevening2016a.jpg
http://www.stpaulsmonaco.com/news/images/2016/Kermesse2016a.jpg
http://www.stpaulsmonaco.com/news/images/2016/Confirmation2016a.jpg
http://www.stpaulsmonaco.com/news/images/2016/LiftCocktailDec2016a.jpg


The Lift Fund Campaign is steadily reaching its goal of raising €300,000 for the installation of a 
lift to transport the elderly and the disabled from the street level to the Church Library (our 
parish hall) two floors below. Installation of the lift will take place over the summer of 2017. 

A Christmas Pageant 

The wonderful cast for "A 
Christmas Pageant", our 2016 
edition of the annual Nativity 
Play, provided a beautiful 
production of the story of 
Bethlehem and baby Jesus for 
the congregation gathered at 
Saint Paul's on Sunday morning, 
18th December 2016. Baby 
Jesus, portrayed by Joshua 
Benjamin (4 months old) was 
particularly wonderful in his 

role, as was last year's Baby Jesus, Amadea Turrell, who was "The Star" of this year’s 
production, brightly leading the wise men on their journey to find the new-born King. 

Worshippers raise the roof with carols ... 

The annual Carol Service took 
place Sunday evening, 18 
December 2016, with the 
expanded Saint Paul's Choir and 
the congregation, filling Saint 
Paul's with the cheerful sounds 
of the Christmas Season. The 
choir was particularly 
appreciated for its joyous 
rendition of "Ding, dong merrily 
on high" and other seasonal 
favourites. At the end of the 
service, soprano and trumpet 
soloists joined our organist 

Gottfried Kappen in a glorious performance of the "Laudate" from W.A. Mozart's Mass in C Minor. 

A Christingle Christmas Eve 

Christmas arrived in Monte-
Carlo a bit after 5 p.m. on 
Christmas Eve when our 
children carried Baby Jesus 
to the Crèche and placed 
him in the manger ... Then it 
was time to celebrate, 
candied oranges lit, and the 
light of the new born babe 
of Bethlehem carried out 
into the world: Tidings of 
Great Joy! The annual 
Children's Christingle service 
on Christmas Eve has 

become an important part in the Christmas celebrations for many of our families.  
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Great night at the Circus Festival  

Christians from all along the 
Riviera nearly filled the Circus 
Big Top in Monaco, on Monday 
23 January 2017, for the annual 
church service at Monte-Carlo’s 
International Circus Festival. 
This is the biggest celebration in 
the region during the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity each 
year. It must also be one of the 
most unique in the world! 
Christians from more than 50 
churches attended the service, 
with our own Clara Fillery 

(striped jumper in the photo) featured in her role as a youth judge for the Circus Festival. 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Ben Rolfe reports: "The Pancake 
Supper was a fantastic success. 
We had over 50 attendees and 
raised over €850 for Diabetes UK 
which is a great achievement. It 
was a true team effort with 
everyone chipping in with what 
they can do, and some truly 
Herculean pancake making 
efforts. Just carrying 150 
pancakes is hard enough let 
alone making them!!!"  

Ben also reports that he fielded 
a lot of questions about the 

Marathon des Sables (see following article). He writes, "I actually participated in 2011 and a 
detailed account of this can be found in my book Running High and Running Low which can be 
ordered at Amazon, click here for the book link. All profits from book sales go to Diabetes UK. 

 Ben & Emily in training for the Sahara 

Funds raised at the pancake 
supper went in response to an 
appeal from Emily & Ben Rolfe 
who, at the time, were training 
to run the Marathon des Sables, 
the 'world’s toughest footrace', 
a 250 km run in the Sahara 
Desert (7-17 April 2017). They 
are pictured here during the 
run itself which they 
successfully completed, raising 
more than £19,500 for a 
Diabetes UK research project. 

Ecumenical Evensong, Lent 2017 

For the second year in a row, the ecumenical community of Monaco celebrated Evensong in Lent 
at Saint Paul's Church, on Sunday, 12th March this year.  
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The Archbishop of Monaco and 
his Ecumenical Officer 
participated in the service, as 
did Pasteur Christian Babéry, 
from the Église protestante Unie 
de France, who offered a 
sermon to mark the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation. The Saint Paul's 
Church Choir sang a beautiful 
service including the Magnificat 
by Sir Stanford Villiers. 

 

Curry Night resounding success! 

An estimated 80 hungry fans of 
Indian food crowded into the 
Saint Paul's Church Library on 
Thursday, 30 March 2017, for a 
wonderful Curry Night fund 
raiser supper. Donations for the 
supper were collected in 
response to the appeal of Ben & 
Emily Rolfe who would run the 
gruelling “Marathon des Sables” 
in April to fund research on the 
effects of diabetes on kidneys, 
and 2,320€ was raised at the 
Curry Night at Saint Paul's.  

AGM 2017 

More than 50 members of the 
Saint Paul's Church community 
attended the church's Annual 
General Meeting on Sunday 2nd 
April 2017. A very friendly and 
congenial atmosphere reigned 
throughout the meeting as the 
church community took time to 
review church activities in 2016, 
approve financial accounts for 
the past year, and elect the 
members of the Saint Paul's 
Church Council (photo).  

Standing down as the Honorary Treasurer at the church AGM, after a three-year term in that 
office, Mr Brian Fenwick-Smith was praised for the progress made over the past three years in 
the administration of church funds. Brian was particularly pleased to have found additional 
funding for the church choir and, thanks to Brian's leadership, the Saint Paul’s Chaplaincy 
Council approved the development of the Charitable Donations Committee and reflecting our 
commitment as a church to direct approximately 10% of our annual income beyond Saint Paul's 
to respond concretely to the needs of our region and our world.  
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Palm Sunday of Palms and Passion 

Members of the Palm Sunday 
congregation at Saint Paul's 
walked up to join the 
congregation at Église Saint-
Charles for the annual Blessing 
of the Palms. This is the fourth 
year the two churches have 
joined together for this service 
as a sign of our fellowship and 
shared faith tradition. 

Easter Sunday Celebrations 

Saint Paul's Church in Monte-Carlo 
was filled on Easter Sunday with 
worshippers and the boisterous 
singing of Easter hymns. The Saint 
Paul's Church Easter Choir sang the 
Vivaldi "Gloria", Bruckner's "Locus 
Iste", and Franck's "Panis Angelicus". 

The annual Easter Egg Hunt took 
place, as always, during the Easter 
Sunday Club session. This year many 
of the older kids helped the Easter 
bunny hide the eggs and then 
guided the smaller children to fill 
their bags during the hunt.  

News from Nick Humphreys in Guyana 

In 2016, people at Saint Paul’s contributed generously to raise the 
funds needed to finance a special Gap Year project for one of our 
young people.  Nick Humphreys, pictured here in a 2017 Skype 
conversation with his father Tim, has sent a lively report from his 
Project Trust Gap Year placement as a primary school teacher in 
the village of Kato in Guyana. He reports that he is living in 
teachers' quarters next to the village school. "Out the back of the 
house is the rain forest as far as the eye can see; out front are the 
vast plains of the savanna. All around are local families living with 
only the bare essentials in mud huts they made themselves. 

Teaching has been very enjoyable. My class is nursery 2 (4 and 5 year olds) and they are a lovely 
bunch. Health and safety concerns do not really exist here and the children recently travelled to 
a regional sports day crammed into the back of a truck! In my second month, one of the local 
kids came over to show me his new litter of puppies.  
I now have one of those puppies, she is called Lucy. 
I am busy training her and she will stay here when I 
leave to be looked after by the Project Trust 
volunteers who take my place.”  

“Currently I could not be happier with my life and I 
have the people at St Paul's Church to thank! I will 
forever be grateful to St Paul’s for helping me get to 
this amazing country and to be able to help my 
school children in such a positive way." Click here to 
see Nick's full report with many wonderful photos. 
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