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MEN’S BREAKFAST
‘Saint Michael's Men's Breakfast is a wonderful
opportunity for us to come together as men of
the church to share fellowship, food, prayer,
laughs and God's message. From freshly
prepared home cooked food to inspiring
discussions about men in the Bible, from light
hearted banter to heart-felt prayers and
requests, we discover how God has called
and empowered us to serve each other, our
families and community. Ordinary men doing
extraordinary work through Jesus Christ.’
- Alain Karam

EVE

The Women’s Ministry
of Saint Michael’s

Our daughters will be like pillars, carved to
adorn a palace. Psalm 144:12b
Over the past year, Eve proudly hosted a one
day retreat in June entitled: “The Path of Peace”
which over 40 women attended, a welcome
breakfast for Pat Hanson and is currently
running an evening Bible Study on the book of
Daniel.
Our vision statement is as follows: Eve is
committed to: engaging with God, encouraging
one another in love, equipping ourselves with
the Word of God and empowering one another
to serve the Lord and our community.

ALPHA

- Debbie Orleach and Ify Nlemadim

Alpha at Saint Michael’s continues to offer a
ten week introduction to the Christian Faith to
a group of people from diverse backgrounds all made possible by a committed team of
volunteers. God is working in the lives of all of
us involved in Alpha, team and guests alike.
For many people, the day spent focussing on
‘who is the Holy Spirit’ and ‘what does He do’
is a particularly valuable part of Alpha and very
often a step forward in knowing and serving
Jesus.

GROUPS AT SAINT MICHAEL’S
The life and mission of Saint Michael’s is sustained by a wide variety of groups that
meet at various points during the week in addition to our regular pattern of small
groups. They are made possible by many committed and hard working leaders and
volunteers.

CELEBRATE
Every Sunday, Celebrate welcomes a group of
young adults (anywhere between 5 to 15) to go
out for a fellowship lunch in a budgetfriendly restaurant. Newcomers or visitors are
also welcomed. It’s a great way to meet the
18-30s and share, transforming quiet hours of a
Sunday afternoon into enjoyable hours.
Chez Chartier, a French traditional brasserie and
l’As du Falafel (unanimously voted ‘the’ best
falafel take-away in the Marais) were probably
voted 2016 best outings, but the Lebanese
lunches, crêperies and Chinese noodles are also
high up on the list! Thank you to all who come
to Celebrate and make it a welcoming, friendly
and safe place.

TOC H
Saint Michael’s is privileged to host regular
meetings of Toc H.
Toc H is a Christian-founded international
charity and membership movement that
emerged from a soldier's club in Poperinge,
Belgium during World war I. It offers hospitality
and builds friendship to bring together different
people in the community.

FOCUS

THE INTERNATIONAL
AU-PAIR CAFÉ

FOCUS is a mid-week drop-in Bible-study for
the 18-30’s held every Tuesday evening in
church. We always start with a simple meal:
some share their cooking-gifts, all share a
unique eating-gift! In 2016 we looked at
Colossians, the Holy Spirit, 1 Samuel; in 2017
the gifts of the Spirit and now look forward to
Lent when we’ll study ‘Experiencing God’s
Love’ by Bishop Steve Croft. Since Sept 2016,
15 new faces from over 10 different countries
joined FOCUS. It’s an honour to host and
lead such a beautiful group where all are
invited to grow with God, grow with others and
grow as disciples.

At the International Au-Pair Café, we aim to
offer a cosy, safe and warm environment where
English-speaking au-pairs from across the
world meet. Each Thursday, with tea, coffee, a
few British biscuits and a crumble or a pie, they
meet, encourage each other, and make friends.
Belonging and creating relationships is a need
we all share – for many years Saint Michael’s
has offered au-pairs a place to connect, and in
some instances, to meet God.
- Carolyne Powell

MUSIC

‘A glass full of blessings’
The music in our worship can indeed be
a great blessing, to both musicians and
congregation; but like a fine wineglass, it is very
fragile. A lot of different people are involved in
the music: organists, singers, instrumentalists
and people running the sound desk. You would
only need to take three or four people away
and it could all start tumbling down. Ideally we
would have backup teams and then backups to
the backup! But then perhaps our worship is
not really about feeling comfortable.
- Christopher Herbert

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY

This year again, we welcomed approximately 40 children, from a few months old to 14
years-old. Each Sunday, four groups (Fist Steps 0-2, Bubbles 3-6, Sunday Club 7-10 and
Flow, 11-14) and their 8 person leadership team (one leader and one helper per group per
Sunday – so 32 people per month!) welcome our children. Through games, readings,
activities, arts and crafts, they learn about Jesus and learn they can have a personal
relationship with him. In 2016, we went out for a family picnic at the Parc Monceau (and
escaped the rain) and had an Autumn Apéritif to meet parents, children and volunteers.
We also launched the Jolly Box containing colourful folders with activity sheets linked
to the theme of the service to sing and worship.
- Carolyne Powell

TAMIL MINISTRY

This Christmas saw a wonderful celebration of 20 years of faithful and growing ministry
among our Tamil membership. Weekly worship and fellowship with monthly communion
is at the heart of this supportive community.

PRAYER

Pray without ceasing
1 Thessalonians 5:17

At Saint Michael's our aim is to
grow as people of prayer. We
want to encourage each other
in our unique privilege as
Christians, to come into the
Father's presence through Jesus
and in the power of the Holy
Spirit, praising God for who he
is and what he does, interceding on behalf of others, petitioning him for our needs, and
knowing that he will hear and answer our prayers according to his will. Since we affirm
that nothing of eternal value can be accomplished without prayer, we aim to infuse the
whole life of the church with prayer.
Some examples of this pervasive prayer at Saint Michael's over the past year are: the
prayers before each service of worship and at each of our meetings; prayer in the small
groups and at Council meetings (over the past year 5 Council meetings were devoted to
prayer); the twice-weekly staff prayers for mission and ministry; the prayer ministry each
Sunday at the 1100 service; some seasonal prayer initiatives (e.g. Catch the Wave in Lent,
and Thy Kingdom Come for Pentecost); and the dedicated prayer team for the Alpha
course, led this year by Emma Barton. For their consistent and faithful service, we are
grateful to Isobel Gil Noble and Karen Nelson for co-ordinating and developing the prayer
ministry team; and to Jennifer MacGillivray for her commitment to the confidential
Prayer Chain - a largely unseen, but precious and powerful ministry.
Of all the meetings that take place at Saint Michael's, the most important is the Hour of
Power, our monthly prayer meeting. This past year we have been encouraged and
inspired by all those who make regular sacrifices to attend it. Your presence and prayers
have made a difference of eternal value - thank you!

NEW THINGS
A NEW ASSOCIATE CHAPLAIN

‘See I am doing a new thing…‘
Isaiah 43: 20

This year saw the much prayed for arrival of the Revd. Dale Hanson to join the staff of Saint
Michael’s as Associate Chaplain.

CHURCH RENOVATION

After much giving, prayer, careful planning and
preparation our long awaited renovation of the
church entrance is underway and will be completed
by our church Annual General Meeting! May these
renovations be matched by our appetite for spiritual
renewal, and for building with living stones, so that
Saint Michael’s will grow as house of prayer and place
of world-changing worship, truly beautiful because
God’s presence dwells here.

