
 

INTERREGNUM 
We are a parish in Vacancy, one that looks as if it will last quite a while, especially in the uncertain context of 
Brexit. Nevertheless, we have not stood still.
We have received the ministry of six varied locum priests, all of whom have entered quickly and willingly into 
the life of our parish and perhaps extended our vision of what is possible. All of them have said that they 
enjoyed their stay, our worship and our people and have been impressed by our activities and organisation. 
But more good news is that our congregation has continued to increase in number and we have been 
delighted to welcome new families; at Easter this year we admitted some of the younger members to Baptism 
and Communion.
And of course we have continued to enjoy the occasional ministry of Revds Peter Naylor and Peter Dawson; 
we are immensely grateful that the two Peters are so willing to to give us their service when needed. 

OUTREACH 
John Errey, our Reader, continues his excellent work in the Southern Gers, providing an invaluable pastoral 
and liturgical ministry to the many English speakers in the northern part of our huge parish. 

ECUMENICAL LINKS 

John is also active in the development and maintenance of our 
ecumenical links. During the week for Christian Unity in January we 
were invited to join our fellow Christians at a number of events in the 
Catholic Diocese of Tarbes and Lourdes and our church choir was 
invited to sing at an Ecumenical Christmas Carol service in Tarbes in 
December.
We all saw emblazoned across our TV screens and front pages of 
newspapers the horrors wreaked on some of the towns and cities of 
France and other European countries and the reality of it all hit home 

when armed soldiers patrolled the streets outside churches in Pau during Sunday services, our own church 
included, following the assassination of priest Father Jacques Hamel in Saint-Etienne-du-Rouvray as he 
celebrated mass, and the Nice terrorist attack in July.  It also serves as a reminder for religious tolerance, for 
solidarity and closeness and during 2016 St Andrew’s has renewed its links with the Ecumenical association of 
Pau, sharing the monthly prayer services, two of which were held at St Andrew’s.

HOUSE GROUPS 
During Lent as in previous years Ross & Eric Osman held one of the Ash Wednesday services at their home 
in Bonnegarde. They also hosted an Agape Meal on Maundy Thursday, during which the Rev Peter Dawson 
conducted a service of Holy Communion and the washing of feet. The House groups of Pau, Les Landes and 
Southern Gers all held Lent Courses.  For Pau, the subject was ‘Meeting God in Paul’ by Rowan Williams; for 
the Landes group was the exploration of 5 different spiritual essentials for our journey  of faith, using passages 
from John’s Gospel and the Southern Gers studied the York Course “Build on the Rock = Faith, Doubt and 
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Jesus.” The Eucharist for Ascension Day was again held at the home 
of John & Joy Errey and followed by a BBQ lunch.  They also hosted 
their Harvest lunch in October, and raised a substantial amount for 
church funds and made a donation to Médecins sans Frontières. In 
such a large parish it is vital that study and worship can be provided 
at various locations and we are grateful for those who welcome us 
to their homes to enable this.

CONCERTS 
Several concerts have been held in church throughout the year, 
performances ranging from choral singing to music for viola da gamba. 
This year is the 500th anniversary of Luther’s theses; Pau, with its long Protestant history,  has been declared a 
‘Cité européenne de la Réforme’ and we are privileged to have been invited to give a concert of early 
protestant music at the Eglise Réformée de Pau later this year as part of the celebrations.

FOSTA 

The Friends of St Andrew’s (dedicated to support the fabric of our 
historical church) introduced a major initiative during the year in 
Chat’nChar: regular tea parties have been organised for French 
people to come and practise their English in return for a donation. 
These will continue during the coming year.  FOSTA also organised 
an anniversary lecture, given by Caroline Barrow, on the reasons for 
the early British and American settlers coming to Pau, and their 
inheritance today. FOSTA has now raised nearly 4 500€ and is 
therefore in a position to spend some money on the building; we 
are collecting estimates for the provision of a handrail out of the 
vestry and the re-plastering of the porch. Money is also raised by 
opening the church to guided tours; the guide gives us a small 

portion of her takings and many visitors give donations or buy books.

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
Her Majesty the Queen celebrated her 90th birthday in June and along with many other Church of England 
congregations we dedicated a special service of ‘Thanksgiving for the Queen on her 90th birthday’ on Sunday, 
12th June.   In addition to that we thought it would be a wonderful opportunity to invite our French 
neighbours and friends to share the celebrations with us after 
the service, just as we did for our church’s 125th birthday. We 
wanted something very British and slightly regal so, the plans for 
an Afternoon Tea Garden Party evolved with a themed choral 
interlude to be sung by our choir. David Blackburn, a member of 
the Friends of St Andrew’s, kindly offered the use of his beautiful 
garden at the Villa Hutton.  Red, white and blue bunting 
fluttered in a gentle breeze around the marquees, white 
tablecloths adorned tables, tea was sipped from china cups, and 
cake stands sporting cucumber sandwiches and a delightful 
array of homemade cakes, all under the watchful eye of a large 
portrait poster of Her Majesty.  It was all hands on deck or 
rather croquet lawn to serve our 100 + French and English-speaking guests.   We also sent Her Majesty 
birthday greetings and a copy of the book on the history of St Andrew’s.  We were delighted to receive a 
letter of thanks from the Palace.

CHILDREN 
The number of children has grown this year : we love hearing about what they have learned in the Sunday 
club and watching how proudly and enthusiastically they show off their handicrafts to the congregation.  What 



a great job our Sunday Club leaders do. During the summer break Amy 
Robinson, came to church accompanied by Mabel Mouse and her puppet 
friends and held a Sunday Club with a difference.  A Sunday Club Picnic in the 
park at Villa Lawrance was held at the end of August, what a super afternoon.  
The kids held races, played badminton and generally had a good time and that 
included the adult kids too!!  

PATRIMOINE 
Once again we held our Harvest Festival celebrations over the weekend of the 
Journées du Patrimoine  17th & 18th September, so that visitors on the 
Patrimoine trail could share the tradition of a church decorated with harvest 
fare, helping our visitors too to reconnect with God’s creation by bringing 
together the produce from our own gardens and farms with the skills of our 
communities and with the natural world around us and a time to think about 
sharing with those in need. Over 230 people passed through our doors on the 
Patrimoine trail and many expressed their delight at the ‘treasures’ they found 
within our walls. Peta Seel and the flower ladies decorated the church to their 
usual high standard. As in previous years the produce brought for harvest was given to the Billère branch of 
the Little Sisters of the Poor – it’s one of the few opportunities we have to do something for our local 
community. Our relationship with Sister Agnes and Sister Mary Elizabeth has strengthened over the last 
couple of years and we hope will continue to do so.  Thinking of sharing with those in need led us to donate 
our harvest collection to Self Help Africa, a charity which aims to give families the skills and knowledge to 
feed themselves and to manage their own lives.

COMMEMORATION 

On October 15th a commemoration of the 100th anniversary 
of Norman Prince, an American aviator who spent much of his 
childhood in Pau, was held in church.  A wreath was laid by the 
Préfet and the Maire of Pau, in the presence of the American 
Consul, on the steps of the War Memorial Chapel in St 
Andrew’s where Norman Prince’s name appears alongside 
other victims of WW1. The church choir sang Mark Blatchly’s 
setting of Laurence Binyon’s poem ‘For the Fallen’ with trumpet 
accompaniment. 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 
Our Christmas Carol Service by candlelight was held on the 11th 
December.  Once again over 200 people filled church to share this 
special service with us.  Traditional Christmas fare of mulled wine, 
mince pies and Christmas cakes were served after the service.

We thank God for all the people who by their leadership, catering 
skills, willing hands and dedication make all of these events possible.  
We are a warm and welcoming church, and are always delighted to 
see new or returning parishioners at any of our services.  We want 
our church to be responsive and relevant, and prayer is one 
important way we can support: I am the bread of life says the Lord; whoever comes to me will never hunger; 
whoever believes in me will never thirst.  I am the vine; you are the branches.  May we dwell in him as He 
lives in us. May the change and the challenge which accompany this period of interregnum prove a possibility 
of growth for us all.
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