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‘C 
ATHOLIC,  BUT NOT 

ROMAN; REFORMED, BUT 

NOT PROTESTANT’. That is how 

the Anglican Communion describes 

our place in the spectrum of 

Christian tradition. 
 

Ranked third out of the four groups 

recognised by the World Council of 

Churches (smaller than the Roman  

Catholic and Orthodox Churches, 

but larger than all the protestant 

and evangelical Churches put 

together), we are recognised as 

having a distinctive witness. 
 

Like our two larger neighbours, we 

are an episcopal Church, though our 

government is by the bishop in 

synod, which curbs the wilder 

excesses of the executive. 

 

But it is in the relationship between 

theology and liturgy that our 

singularity lies. Unlike other 

Churches, we have no systematic 

theology. As Archbishop Michael 

Ramsey said, we make our theology 

‘to the sound of church bells’: we 

find our deepest experience of God 

in our common worship. 

 

Thus, in countries such as France 

where Anglicanism is not generally 

well known, it is important that our 

witness is primarily through our 

liturgy. We are not a group of 

English speakers who worship any 

old how. 

 

I give thanks that this is being 

recognised by the translation of 

some of our services into French. 

First came Baptism, Confirmation, 

Marriage and Funerals, and these 

have recently been followed by 

Morning and Evening Prayer. 

 

Let us pray that others may come to 

find a home in Anglicanism through 

experiencing our liturgy. 

 

   Fr John 

 

WHO’S WHO 
 

CLERGY 
    The Revd John Neal 

 (Chaplain)   
 4 square Mantegna 

 37000 Tours 

 johnlesneal@orange.fr 

 02 47 64 07 92 
 

 The Revd Philip Edell 
 philip.edell@mac.com 
 

CHURCHWARDENS 
    Barry Williams 
  barry.williams@laposte.net 
  

 Gilly Bromilow 
 gillybromilow@aol.com 
 

SECRETARY 
 Carolyn Dehnel 
 carolyn.dehnel@orange.fr 
 

TREASURER 
 Nancy Friedlander 
 stalcuintreasurer@gmail.com 
 

SAFEGUARDING 
 contact Fr John Neal  
 johnlesneal@orange.fr  

 

 

AT THE HEART OF OUR LIFE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE EUCHARIST 
with Junior Church 

 

11.00 am 

on the 4th Sunday of the Month 
 

in the Parish Church of St Michel 

Le Bourg,  

Savigny-en-Véron 

 

THE ST ALCUIN CALENDAR 

Our worship in the coming months 
 

PLEASE CONTACT FR JOHN CONCERNING SERVICES IN TOURS 

 

November  27th Advent 1  11.00 am  Sung Eucharist 

 

December 25th   Trinity 15  11.00 am  Sung Eucharist 

 

January 22nd  Epiphany 3   11.00 am  Sung Eucharist 

 

February 26th Lent 1   11.00 am  Sung Eucharist  

 

HEROES OF THE FAITH 

  

Vedanayagam  

Samuel Azariah  
 

Bishop in South India 

 

S 
amuel Azariah was born in 1874 

in a small village in South India, 

his father, Thomas Vedanayagam 

being a simple village priest and his 

mother Ellen having a deep love 

and understanding of the Scriptures. 

Samuel became a YMCA evangelist 

whilst still only nineteen, and secre-

tary of the organisation throughout 

South India a few years later. He 

saw that, for the Church in India to 

grow and attract ordinary Indians 

to the Christian faith, it had to have 

an indigenous leadership and re-

duce the strong western influences 

and almost totally white leadership 

that pervaded it. He was ordained 

priest at the age of thirty-five and 

bishop just three years later, his 

work moving from primary evange-

lism to forwarding his desire for 

more Indian clergy and the need to 

raise their educational standards. 

He was an avid ecumenist and was 

one of the first to see the impor-

tance to mission of a united 

Church. He died on 1 January 1945, 

just two years before the creation 

of a united Church of South India. 

mailto:barry.williams@laposte.net
mailto:carolyn.dehnel@orange.fr
mailto:roger.lewis@orange.fr
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Although not the reason for the visit, which 

was of a general pastoral nature, the service 

included the re-licensing of Fr John—his ninth! The bishop 

commented that not only was it his first licensing where the 

priest had to swear an oath of loyalty to King Charles III, but 

that he had never licensed anybody so old. 

 

The service over, everybody repaired to the Salle Paroissiale 

for lunch, which took the form of a buffet, accompanied by an 

excellent local wine. 

 

During lunch, the 

bishop, and the archdeacon who was accompanying him, were 

able to circulate and the conversation flowed freely. 

 

As they needed to be in Caen by 5.30 pm, the bishop and the 

archdeacon had to leave at half past two. We are confident 

that they formed a very favourable impression of St Alcuin’s 

and our people. 

 

 

BISHOP COMES TO TOURAINE 
 

I 
N EARLY OCTOBER WE WERE VERY PLEASED TO RECEIVE A VISIT FROM BISHOP ROBERT, AS PART OF HIS 

FOUR DAY TOUR OF THE CHAPLAINCIES OF NORTH-WEST FRANCE. Arriving at St Pierre des Corps just after 

11 o’clock by train from Brussels, he reached Savigny-en-Véron in time to officiate at the Office of Prayer During the 

Day at 12.30. 

Loyalty oath to the King 

Loyalty oath to the Bishop 
In their day clothes 

PRACTICAL THANKSGIVING 
 

E 
VER SINCE THEIR INAUGURATION IN 1843, HARVEST FESTIVALS HAVE NEVER SEEN THEIR POP-

ULARITY WANE, EVEN IN A TIME OF GREATLY INCREASED URBANISATION. They are our op-

portunity to thank God for giving us such a beautiful world with so many good things to enjoy. 

As with most Churches, at St Alcuin’s we normally celebrate 

harvest at the end of September, the time of the harvest moon. 

This year it was delayed for a month, because of our tribute to 

Queen Elizabeth the Second. 

 

In spite of it occurring in the 

Toussaint holidays, the church 

was well filled for the celebration 

and there was a wonderfully high 

number of gifts. After the Eucha-

rist, these were taken directly 

from Church to Secours Populaire 

by the Field family. 

 

Within an hour or two, Charlotte 

Field had sent this message: “The 

whole boot load of groceries plus 

cash donations have been passed on to the Secours Populaire 

today - the two ladies were absolutely bowled over by the 

generosity of the congregation and wanted their heartfelt 

thanks passed on. They told me so many people are in need at 

the moment - and particu-

larly of a family who had 

turned up just this week 

desperate for help 

(clothing and food). I am 

so grateful we are able to 

help in some small way 

xx” 

 

Thank you to all who gave 

so generously to relieve 

the need of others. 

SEEN ON A CHURCH DOOR IN KENT 
 

Before the service: talk to God 
      

During the service: let God talk to you 
      

After the service: talk to each other 
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The New Testament, mentions the use of 

oil for healing purposes (Mark 6.13, 

James 5.14). The practice of baptismal 

anointing is also closely linked to the 

Church’s ministry to the sick. 

 

Anointing at baptism became the norm 

early in the Church’s history, as it symbo-

lises incorporation into Christ, the 

Anointed One, as well as entry into the 

royal priesthood of the Church (1 Peter 

2.5,9). 

 

In Anglicanism, as with other Churches of 

the Reformation, the use of oil was dis-

continued in the sixteenth century, 

However, the twentieth century has seen 

a greater appreciation of visible signs in 

the liturgy, particularly those with a bibli-

cal basis, such as anointing, and they have 

been reinstated. 

 

We use three oils: for baptism (and exor-

cism), for the sick and chrism (oil to 

which fragrant spices have been added): 

the oil of dedication. They are blessed by 

the bishop at the Chrism Eucharist, which 

is celebrated in Holy Week, and then 

taken or sent to parishest in time for the 

Easter celebrations. 

 

In addition, the Chrism Eucharist includes 

an opportunity for clergy and lay minis-

ters to renew their vows and so their 

deication to God. 

IN THE LOCAL PRESS 
 

T 
HE DEATH OF QUEEN ELIZABETH THE SECOND WAS WIDELY REPORTED IN THE FRENCH ME-

DIA: RADIO, TELEVISION AND THE PRESS. A number of television channels broadcast her funeral 

live—one channel, BFM tv, covering the whole day, from the coffin leaving Westmister Hall to the 

Committal Service in Windsor. 

 

The local daily newspaper for the Touraine, La Nouvelle République carried a num-

ber of stories, mostly the reactions of British people to her death, but also including 

an ingenious one concerning a breeder of corgis. 

 

We, as the English-speaking Church, were 

asked what services we had planned to com-

memorate the Queen’s life. As it turned out, 

the Eucharist mentioned in the interview was 

replaced by Morning Prayer, at which the 

churchwardens officiated as Fr John unex-

pectedly found himself in hospital. 

 

HOLY OIL 
 

T 
HROUGHOUT HUMAN HISTORY, MANY RELIGIONS HAVE PRACTISED ANOINTING WITH OIL. 

Its principal uses have been either for healing or restoration, or for consécration. Two early biblical 

instances are when Jacob anoints the stone at Bethel (Genesis 28.28) and the anointing of the tent of 

meeting and all its furniture with a special blend of oil, myrrh and spices (Exodus 30.22-29). 
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Anoint ing  a 

monarch is a 

symbol of God’s 

approval. The 

use of oil in this 

way dates at 

least as far back 

as the inaugura-

tion of the He-

brew monarchy 

in the time of 

the prophet Sam-

uel. 

 

The Old Testa-

ment tells us 

that, when the people called for a king to 

replace the judges, Samuel warned them 

what this might entail (1 Samuel 8). How-

ever when they persisted, Samuel, as 

God’s agent, anointed first Saul (1 Sam 

10.1), and later David (1 Sam 16.13), as 

kings over the nation. 

 

There is very much the feel in these ac-

counts that anointing was the equivalent 

of setting apart or ordination. The Greek 

word for anointing is related to the Eng-

lish words ‘christening’ and ‘chrism’ and 

even to the name Christ: Jesus is God’s 

Anointed One. 

 

Anointing as a 

form of consecra-

tion was not 

only very much 

b e h i n d  t h e 

Queen's anoint-

ing at her coro-

nation, but also 

how throughout 

the ensuing dec-

ades she saw her 

role: she had 

been called to 

lifelong service to 

the nation. 

 

Elizabeth had 

already expressed 

the idea of dedi-

cation, when she 

made a broad-

cast for her twen-

ty-first birthday 

and said, “I de-

clare before you all that my whole life, 

whether it be long or short, shall be de-

voted to your service.” 

As we can see, after her seventy years on 

the throne, these were not empty words. 

Even in her mid

working until two days before she died. 

She took her calling very seriously in-

deed. 

 

Much of this could be put down to the 

central part her Christian faith played in 

Queen Elizabeth’s life.

 

At the committal service in St George’s 

Chapel, Windsor on the day of her funer-

al, the Dean described the Queen as hav-

ing “an uncomplicated but profound 

Christian faith, which bore much fruit in a 

life of unstinting service.”

 

Another fairly recent source bears witness 

to Elizabeth’s deep faith. In 2016 the 

Bible Society’s annual publication ‘The 

Bible in Transmission’ carried an article to 

celebrate her 90th birthday. In it her  

Christian faith was described as some-

thing ‘in which she lived and moved and 

had her being’.

 

Queen Elizabeth was a witness to the fact 

that our faith doesn’t have to manifest 

itself in spectacular ways: it can be a qui-

et unassuming part of our everyday lives, 

most shown by the way we make deci-

sions. 

 

But the Queen, although not wearing her 

faith on her sleeve, was never shy of 

mentioning it. In particular, it frequently 

came into her Christmas broadcasts 

which are said to be the only speeches 

she wrote herself.

 

As the years went by, Queen Elizabeth 

became more and more open about fol-

lowing the teachings of Jesus. They set 

the pattern for her own life.

 

Although none of us is called to an im-

portant role as Elizabeth was, we too can 

be dedicated to the life God calls us to 

live. May we be faithful to that calling, 

whatever it is.

SERVING THE PEOPLE FOR THE LOVE OF GOD 
 

A 
MIDST ALL THE CONSIDERABLE POMP OF THE CORONATION OF QUEEN ELIZABETH THE SE-

COND IN 1953, THERE WAS A VERY SIGNIFICANT, BUT ALMOST PRIVATE, MOMENT. She wore 

a simple white gown and a canopy was put over her, so that the event could not be witnessed. It was 

then that she was anointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury. Perhaps that was the most sacred part of 

the whole ceremony. 
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A collection of mathematical and logical 

word problems entitled Propositiones ad 

acuendos juvenes (Problems to Sharpen 

Youths) is attributed to him. In a 799 

letter to Charlemagne, after he had re-

tired to Tours, Alcuin claimed to have set 

"certain figures of arithmetic for the joy 

of cleverness", identif ied with 

the Propositiones. They contain about 53 

mathematical word problems. Among 

the most famous of these problems are: 

four that involve river crossings, including 

the problem of three anxious brothers, 

each of whom has an unmarried sister 

whom he cannot leave alone with either 

of the other men lest she be de-

filed (Problem 17); the problem of the 

wolf, goat, and cabbage (Problem 18, 

printed here); and the problem of "the 

two adults and two children where the 

children weigh half as much as the 

adults" (Problem 19).  

 

Here are two of them to 

sharpen your wits. See how 

you get on. 

 

Propositio de homine et capra 

et lupo A certain man needed 

to take a wolf, a she-goat and 

a load of cabbage across a 

river. However, he could only 

find a boat which would carry 

two of these [at a time]. Thus, 

what rule did he employ so as 

to get all of them across 

unharmed?  

 

Propositio de scala habente gradus cen-

tum There is a ladder which has 100 

steps. One dove sat on the first step, two 

doves on the second, three on the third, 

four on the fourth, five on the fifth, and 

so on up to the hundredth step. How 

many doves were there in all? 

 

We are most grateful to Gillian Mawrey 

for drawing our attention to these teasers  

The most famous of these 

antiphons are those said or 

sung at Evening Prayer in 

the week leading up to 

Christmas. 

 

There is a different one for each day and 

each one begins with ‘O’, the first being 

O Sapienta (O Wisdom). They are all 

addressed to God and end with a plea 

for the Messiah to come. As Christmas 

approaches the cry becomes more urgent. 

 

They were composed in the seventh or 

eighth century when monks put together 

texts from the Old Testament which 

looked forward to the coming of our 

salvation. They form a rich mosaic of 

scriptural images. 

 

In the mediaeval rite of Salisbury Cathe-

dral which was widely followed in En-

gland before the Reformation, the anti-

phons began on 16th December and 

there was an additional antiphon 23th 

December. This is reflected in the Calen-

dar of The Book of Common Prayer, 

where 16th December is designated O 

Sapientia (O Wisdom). The Common 

Worship Calendar has adopted the more 

widely used form. 

We offer them them here as meditations 

you might like to use in your preparation 

for the coming of the Saviour. 

 

You may also recognise the famous Ad-

vent hymn which is based on ‘The Great 

Os’. 

 

17th December - O Sapientia 

O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of 

 the Most High, 

reaching from one end to the other mightily, 

and sweetly ordering all things: 

Come and teach us the way of prudence. 

cf Ecclesiasticus 24.3; Wisdom 8.1 
 

18th December - O Adonai 

O Adonai, and leader of the House of  Israel, 

who appeared to Moses in the fire of the 

 burning bush 

and gave him the law on Sinai: 

Come and redeem us with an outstretched 

 arm.       cf Exodus 3.2, 24.12 
 

19th December - O Radix Jesse 

O Root of Jesse, standing as a sign 

 among the peoples; 

before you kings will shut their mouths, 

to you the nations will make their prayer: 

Come and deliver us, and delay no  

 longer.  

cf Isaiah 11.10, 45.14, 52.15 

20th December - O Clavis David 

O Key of David and sceptre of the House 

 of Israel; 

you open and no one can shut; 

you shut and no one can open: 

Come and lead the prisoners from the 

 prison house, 

those who dwell in darkness and the shadow 

 of death.    cf Isaiah 22.22, 42.7 
  

21st December - O Oriens 

O Morning Star, 

splendour of light eternal and sun of 

 righteousness: 

Come and enlighten those who dwell in 

 darkness 

and the shadow of death. cf Malachi 4.2 
 

22nd December - O Rex Gentium 

O King of the nations, and their desire, 

the cornerstone making both one: 

Come and save the human race, 

which you fashioned from clay. 

cf Isaiah 28.16 
 

23rd December - O Emmanuel 

O Emmanuel, our king and our lawgiver, 

the hope of the nations and their Saviour: 

Come and save us, O Lord our God. 

cf Isaiah 7.14  

PRAYING THE ‘GREAT Os’ 

T 
HE BENEDICTUS AT MORNING PRAYER AND THE MAGNIFICAT AT EVENING 

PRAYER, EACH HAVE AN ANTIPHON, OR REFRAIN, SAID OR SUNG BEFORE AND 

AFTER THEM. An antiphon is a short sentence which reflects the day or the season. 

PUZZLE IT OUT 
 

O 
UR PATRON ALCUIN, DESCRIBED AS “THE MOST LEARNED MAN ANYWHERE TO BE 

FOUND,” WAS ABOVE ALL A TEACHER. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_crossing_problem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jealous_husbands_problem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fox,_goose_and_bag_of_beans_puzzle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fox,_goose_and_bag_of_beans_puzzle
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FOR OUR YOUNGER READERS 

It will soon be Christmas—the birthday of Jesus. It might seem a long way 
off still, so here is a Word Search to help pass the time. 
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THE BISHOP’S ADVENT APPEAL 2022 
 

Toilet block for Bishop Hannington School, Mumias, Kenya 

 

 

I 
N 2020, BISHOP ROBERT LAUNCHED AN APPEAL TO BUILD A CLASSROOM FOR BISHOP HAN-

NINGTON SCHOOL IN MUMIAS, KENYA. This has now been successfully built. Indeed great pro-

gress has been made with the construction of other classrooms too. The Bishop’s Appeal this year is 

for a toilet block for the same school. Why this Project? The appeal follows a personal request from the 

Bishop of Mumias, Joseph Wandera.  

The story of Bishop Hannington 

Academy 

In 2013 the Kenyan government introdu-

ced a policy of free primary education. 

This led to 

big increases 

in the num-

bers of chil-

dren enrolled 

in schools: 

i m p r o v i n g 

p r i m a r y 

school parti-

cipation rates 

is a key fac-

tor in deve-

lopment and 

wel l -be ing . 

H o w e v e r , 

the number 

of teachers 

did not in-

crease, and 

classrooms were congested. Aware of this 

challenge, the Anglican Diocese of 

Mumias established the Bishop Hanning-

ton Academy as their contribution to-

wards better quality primary education in 

a Christian context.  

 

Building on Success  

Back in 2019, the school had just two 

classrooms with three teachers. As we can 

see from the photo at the head of this 

letter, there has been a lot of progress 

since then with new building.  

Because the school is growing, the 

diocese now needs to install a purpose-

built toilet block. The UN sponsored 

World Toilet Day (19 November) leaves 

us in no doubt as to the crucial impor-

tance of providing good hygiene facili-

ties.  

 

We have already helped Dr Wandera 

to build a classroom for the school. 

This Appeal gives us the opportunity 

to provide an “ablutions block” for 

the girls and boys, to give them toi-

lets and the possibility of better hy-

giene while they are at school. ‘Days 

for Girls’ has brought home to us all 

the importance of proper hygiene 

provision if girls are to manage at 

school. Better hygiene means a better 

education. Better education will 

c h a n g e 

t h e i r 

world.  

 

The cost of 

the project  

Bishop Jo-

seph has 

given de-

tailed esti-

mates for 

the project. 

It will cost 

2.4 million 

Kenyan Shil-

lings, about 

20,000 eu-

ros, to build 

a new ablu-

tions block (that is very good value by 

West European standards). Our Advent 

Appeal will therefore be a very tangible 

expression of support for the Diocese of 

Mumias’s mission to educate primary 

school children.  

 

To donate to the Bishop Hannington 

Toilet Block Appeal, please see the 

informations below. 

 

HOW YOU CAN DONATE TO THE BISHOP’S ADVENT APPEAL 

On the Diocese in Europe Just Giving page:  

 https://www.justgiving.com/diocese-in-europe  

 

Or via Saint Alcuin’s 

 Cheques to be made payable to « Eglise anglicane de Touraine »  

By cheque: (please mention St Alcuin’s)  

 “Advent Appeal 2022”.  

 Diocese in Europe Board of Finance  

 14, Tufton St  

 London SW1P 3QZ 

By bank transfer:  

 Account number: 40317039  

 Sort code: 20-06-13  

 IBAN: GB16 BUKB 2006 1340 3170 39  

 Swiftbic: BUKBGB22  


