Christ Church Brittany

January 2019

N ewsletter
Happy New Year

To Know Jesus Christ and
to make Him known
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Epiphany is about

based on the Common Worship
Lectionary readings, it also allows
opening our eyes to see the Jesus
you to:
we discovered at Christmas. Have
you thought about using a computer Read the text of the day's Morning
or phone app to strengthen and
Prayer Bible readings in full
deepen your Christian walk? Tens of
Integrate the Reflection into a simple
thousands of commercial and
pattern of Morning Prayer
educational apps have been created,
and you probably have a few dozen Search by Bible reference,
on your phone already, even if you
contributor and date
don’t use them! Why not download
You might also find an audio bible
one from the Church of England
useful. You can listen anytime
specifically designed to assist you in through Bible gateway at https://
daily prayer and bible study? Type
www.biblegateway.com/resources/
this address into your phone or
audio/ I know several members of
computer or search for ‘C of E apps’ CCB who listen to the scripture while
and you will find six useful apps,
driving or doing mundane chores. We
which might be of great benefit to
are challenged in Ephesians 5:15
your growth as a Christian.
“Redeem the time because the days
https://www.churchofengland.org/
are evil. Be careful then how you live,
prayer-and-worship/download-church not as unwise people but as wise,
-england-apps
making the most of the time, because
the days are evil. So do not be
A good place to start is ‘Daily
foolish, but understand what the will
Prayer’ which is the official app to
help you follow Morning, Evening and of the Lord is.”
Night Prayer, wherever you are. For During the year I hope you will take
every day of the year, it presents the every opportunity to dig into the
three services in full and includes
scriptures. We plan a church, wide
Bible readings (NRSV
nine-week, sermon series on the
translation), psalms, canticles and
book of Philippians. It should be
seasonal variations.
complemented with bible study
groups and online resources. It will
You can make Bible study and
be accessible to anyone whatever
reflection part of your everyday
routine with the Reflections for Daily your current level of knowledge.
Prayer app - compatible with
smartphones and tablets
Pastor Robin
Providing daily Bible reflections
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Redon Carol Service

members of the Parish choir came to
join in on “Douce Nuit” and “Oh Holy
Night”. The readings were shared out
among regular members of the new
Redon congregation, including the
children and some French regulars.
Robin’s sermon was very much
appreciated and many French
speakers asked how they could have a
copy of it as they treasured what
they had heard as Isobel read the
This year’s Carol Service at St
very professional translation that
th
Charles in Redon on Tuesday 4
Véronique had done.
December at 6pm was a rather lovely The offering proved to be very
occasion. For the 4th year in a row we generous and has been given to the
enjoyed the warm and modern
St Conwoïon parish to thank them for
facilities of the church we now use
their warm welcome.
twice a month for Christ Church
services. It was beautifully
decorated with a big Christmas tree
in the hall and a lovely big nativity
scene on the altar.
Père Paul, the priest-in-charge of the
St Conwoïon Parish (Redon and
surrounding areas) joined us for the
service which he says he enjoys
The mince pies and mulled wine
immensely.
prepared by the wonderful reception
About 150 people came together for team went down a treat with
praise and teaching as Robin led a
everyone and it was really a very
lively celebration of the Word and
pleasant time of mingling and
some of our favourite carols. They
catching up. Many of the French
were warmly welcomed by Alan and
people expressed their appreciation
Peter. The attendance was less than for this annual service and say how
we had expected, probably due to
they would never miss it, there were
Gilets Jaunes activity and the threat also the usual requests for the recipe
of a petrol shortage, along with
to make a good mince pie!
pretty bad weather!
Special thanks to Chris for all the
The La Source singers were
planning and to all who help to make
wonderfully directed by Michael who it the joyous event it has become.
also played the bells beautifully with Please pray that we will continue to
Sue. Joy Morin accompanied all of
reach people in Redon and that our
the singing on the keyboard to
new church here will grow.
perfection. There were quite a few
children there and the congregation Suggestions and comments are
welcome – isobelbailey35@gmail.com
is largely made up of local people,
many from the parish and also from
the Florilège choir. About 15
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ER
Hopefully this initially got your
attention as you may (or may not!)
have wondered if this was
something to do with the Queen or
a slightly odd TV programme.
No, this is about the Electoral Roll
of Christ Church Brittany and I
have recently taken on the job of
Electoral Roll Officer. In the past I
have found some folk not especially
familiar with it and have wondered
just what it means, do they need to
be on the Roll, are there benefits
etc etc.
So, just for you a little bit of
information and I would appreciate
your taking a moment to read this
short article.
Next year 2019 it is necessary to
have a completely New Roll; it is
revised annually prior to the Annual
Chaplaincy Meeting and renewed
every six years, so 2019 is our year
for renewal.
What does this mean for you?
If you are already enrolled then you
will be required to complete a new
application form. These will be
made available to you in good time
and in advance of our ACM. Regular
reminders will be given by your local

Wardens in Church Notices.
If you are not on the Roll then this
is the time to do it, the criteria can
be explained to you and questions
about eligibility, Data Protection
etc answered. Then, just a simple
form to complete which can be
made available to you at your place
of Worship or from me via e:mail.
Why should I join?
The bottom line is, if you attend
Christ Church regularly and would
like to declare and grow in your
commitment to God’s work here in
Brittany, then you may like to join
the electoral roll….
I belong….
Electoral Rolls should provide a
true indication of the real
membership and strength of the
church both locally and within the
Diocese in Europe. Putting your
name on the roll is a way of saying
“I belong”. It is an important
statement of witness and a step
along the way of discipleship.
I serve….
Joining the electoral roll opens up
the way for greater involvement in
the life of the church at all levels.
You become entitled to vote at the
Annual Chaplaincy Meeting and
become eligible to be nominated to
church committees and Chaplaincy
Council. The number on the roll
also indicates how many members
are allowed to serve on the CC
and from this perspective is
highly important in order to have
as diverse a representation as
possible serving on our Council.
I support….
Joining the electoral roll is also a
statement
of
active
ongoing
support for the church.This will be
different things to different
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people but includes getting involved
in our Mission Statement and
purpose ‘To know Christ and make
Him known’.
Finally….
We can reassure you that we are
now fully compliant with the new
General Data Protection Regulations
and your details will be held on a
secure password protected data
base and will not be passed on to
anyone else.

So please; tell us you belong, tell
us you serve, tell us you support
Christ Church and tell us to
“Count me in”!
Carole Turner
Electoral Roll Officer
electoralroll.ccb@gmail.com

Smiling
Smiling Is Infectious
Author Unknown
Smiling is infectious,
you catch it like the flu,
When someone smiled at me today,
I started smiling too.
I passed around the corner
and someone saw my grin.
When he smiled I realized
I'd passed it on to him.
I thought about that smile,
then I realized its worth.
A single smile, just like mine
could travel round the earth.
So, if you feel a smile begin,
don't leave it undetected.
Let's start an epidemic quick,
and get the world infected!
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Rostrenen / Locarn Carol Service
Rostrenen has traditionally joined with our friends in
Locarn to celebrate Christmas, with the service of
nine lessons and carols and this year was no
exception. It was cold and dull but the warmth of the
greeting there matched the valiant effort of
overhead reflected heating which combatted
admirably the frigid air.
To mark the Christmas Season, lessons are read by
laity and clergy, with carols and hymns sung by the
swelled congregation. As is customary, the
scriptures and hymns all combine to express the
fulfilment of God’s promise in the good news of
great joy for all people, which is the birth of Jesus,
who is the Messiah, the Lord.
It's a cliché to say we made the rafters ring, but we
are well endowed with rafters at Saint-Hernin,
Locarn and I'm sure I heard a slight resonance
from above caused by the sheer volume of sound
produced during the last carol! After the blessing
the service was rounded off by a stirring rendition
of Oh Come all ye Faithfuland played by our
organist, David Franklin
After the service the congregation were treated to
a splendid buffet laid by members of both churches, where the combinations of food, resplendent in
all things Christmas awaited in the spacious room
of the Institute of Locarn.
Those who participated in this great celebration
were Reverend Robin Adams, Reverend Joy
Dale representing the “British side” and Fathers
L'Abbé, Yves Poilvet (the new pastor), JeanBernard Fortuma and Jobig (from Carhaix) for the
"French side" In part the service was conducted
in three languages, French, Breton and English.
The retiring collection for this celebration (300 €) has been donated to Secours
Catholique de Rostrenen.
Editor
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Snowflakes

Are anyone of you like me who when
you was kids hearing their parents
talking about the kids in those
days and thought, I am not going to
be like that. Then chatting with
your friends end up moaning about
the younger generation and the way
things have changed start thinking,
I have turned out like my mother
and her mates. Nowadays there is
the "snowflake generation" who are
so sheltered that you have to be
careful in-case they get upset, Oh
dear. I'm the first to admit I am
not very PC so saying "tell the
Truth and shame the devil" is
mostly what I do, which doesn't
always go down well but now it’s got
so PC that it’s hard to have
and thought about anything and say
it without upsetting
somebody. Take the TV, how often
have you sat down to watch
a footage about wildlife and have
the announcer telling before
hand, that there could be scenes of
animal attacking and eating other
animals or watch a horror film to
have to be told they could be
scenes of bloodshed, I wonder

why, if you do not view violence,
don't watch about lions or
vampires as they both grab
something by the throat. There are
some snowflakes who want to
change things in history that was
normal in that time era to be wiped
out now to be PC and as THEY have
been better educated, they know
best. Old stories, shows and films
have name changes or be completely
revamped to be PC, so often the
whole film plot is ruined as, you can
not say THAT, schools cannot have
blackboards and colours of waste
bags cannot be said in case you hurt
someone's feelings. At one time I
worked with homeless kids in a
“Now a days there is the "snowflake
generation" who are so sheltered
that you have to be careful in-case
they get upset, Oh dear. “
hostel, most had been addicts or
been "inside" so their view of life
was tainted by their experiences,
some not good. So when a
snowflake social worker who
thought they were nearer to our
residents age could understand
them better than older project
workers who saw them daily, my
view was good luck and I had little
pity when one came to the office
near to tears as money had gone
missing from her bag, I thought
they were my friends. One innocent
from a society came with Bibles to
go in the residents rooms said, the
Karen’s ar,cle con,nues at the foot of page 9
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Ploërmel Carol Service
16th December 2018

The day dawned as one of those dreary
winter days, wet and cold, and apart from a
brief bright spell late in the morning, when
we managed to take Beau for a walk, it
remained quite awful throughout the day.
Indeed, just as we were preparing to leave
to set up for the Service there was a very
loud and prolonged rumble of thunder, so
we were rather perturbed as to what the

“Worries that the weather may have
deterred people from coming were
quickly allayed as the numbers
quickly climbed to 129, including a
number of children, an excellent turn
out when you consider that this is not
a joint ecumenical service and our
normal numbers average 45 at a
sevice…………..”
a,ernoon might bring. The service was
being held in the rather beauCful chapel of
the Frère de Lamennais in Ploërmel, our
own chapel not being large enough for the
expected numbers. The Frères have always
been incredibly helpful and supporCve of

Christ Church Bri4any as turned out to be
the case again on this occasion. The only
downside was the fact that the heaCng
system in the chapel had broken down so
we were facing a service being held in
rather cold surroundings, albeit in a
beauCful se5ng.
More worries crept in on our arrival as the
chapel itself was locked and on going to the
room that had been allocated to us for
serving refreshments a,er the service, we
found it was already occupied with a group
holding a Christmas party! Our worries
were soon allayed, however, when we were
quickly shown to another cafeteria, where
we quickly unloaded the mulled wine and
mince pies, and then back to the chapel to
ﬁnd it now open with Michael and Sue
busily unloading their set of hand bells and
accompanying tables etc, and Ian and Alison
decoraCng the chapel with Christmas
garlands etc. Quickly unloading and se5ng
up the keyboard and ampliﬁer, all was now
set for the arrival of the La Source Singers
for a quick rehearsal before welcoming

members of the congregaCon.
Worries that the weather may have
deterred people from coming were quickly
allayed as the numbers quickly climbed to
129, including a number of children, an
excellent turn out when you consider that
this is not a joint ecumenical service and
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our normal numbers average 45 at a
service. The service itself commenced with
the La Source Singers entering from the
back of the chapel in a candlelit procession
whilst singing a beau,ful acclama,on,

its end we heard an address from our
Chaplain, Robin, with an insighCul
explana,on of the John 1 reading we had
just heard, and this was accompanied with
a French transla,on beau,fully read by
Laura. The service concluded with another
rendi,on of ‘Alleluia, Christ is born’ from
the choir, a,er which the chapel hurriedly
emp,ed as people headed for the warm
cafeteria and a cup of vin chaud and a
mince pie or two.
As ever a few brave souls were le, to clear
the chapel and leave everything as it was
before we arrived before also dashing
across the terrasse to the warmth and
hospitality of the cafeteria for a ,me of
fellowship, and a cup or two of vin chaud of
course. A big thank you goes to all of those
who made mince pies etc and helped set
up and serve the refreshments and then
clear up at the end. And so that is it for
another year, Christmas 2019 seems a long
way oﬀ right now, but I am always surprised
just how quickly ,me ﬂies and we start the
process once again, an opportunity to
celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
and welcome those who perhaps we see
only once a year. Very best wishes for a
Happy New Year to you all.

‘Alleluia, Christ is born’, wri4en by our very
own Michael Coe. This is a short, but
marvellous, piece that gives you goose
bumps when you sing it. The rest of the
service just ﬂowed with the usual selec,on
of carols and readings, two of the carols
sung by the choir conducted by Michael,
and the rest, both French and English, sung
by the congrega,on, with the wonderful
accompaniment from Suzanne on the piano
and Arthur and Graham on guitar. Some of
the carols were also accompanied by Sue
and Michael on the handbells, always a
ﬁrm favourite with those who a4end our
Carol Services. As the service drew towards Chris Wilson
young people was so grateful, I feel
so moved by it. Even I didn't have
the heart to tell him, when you’re
short of cash the pages are great
for "roll ups" and the size just right
for a joint. It was not that our kids
were bad, most were not but they
were educated in a different type of
school and if you were locked out of
your house or car you could
guarantee that if one of them could
not open the door they knew
someone who could and those social

workers were viewed as silly or other
words describing them. One thing
you can mostly be sure of, is when in
years to come snowflakes
have children, even if they do not
want to put the gender on the birth
certificate, as "they will choose
when they grow up" they will be
complaining about them and their
generation the same as we have and
our parents before, some things
never change.

Karen
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Auld Lang Syne
by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson

This song, often attributed to Scotland's favourite poet, Robert Burns,
is often sung at New Year's celebrations. "Auld lang syne" literally
means "old long ago". A better translation is perhaps "times gone
by."
Should auld acquaintance be forgot
And never brought to mind?
Should auld acquaintance be forgot
And days of Auld Lang Syne?
For Auld Lang Syne, my dear,
For Auld Lang Syne;
We'll take a cup of kindness yet
For Auld Lang Syne
And here's a hand, my trusty friend,
And gives a hand o' thine;
We'll take a cup of kindness yet
For Auld Land Syne.
For Auld Lang Syne, my dear,
For Auld Lang Syne;
We'll take a cup of kindness yet
For Auld Lang Syne

Robert Burns (1759-1796)

Burns claimed that the song was not his own. In sending the song to
Mrs. Dunlop in December, 1788 he speaks of it as being much older.
"Light be the turf on the breast of the heaven-inspired poet who
composed this glorious fragment! There is more of the fire of native
genius in it than half-a-dozen of modern English Bacchanalians....
This old song and tune has often thrilled through my soul."
To Thomson he wrote in 1793:
"The air is but mediocre; but the song of itself — the song of the
olden times, and which has never been in print, nor even in
manuscript, until I took it down from an old man's singing — is
enough to recommend any air."
The tune which Burns knew was not the one we sing. The tune we're
familiar with was picked by George Thomson, the tune of "Can ye
labour lea."
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FOR ALL THE SAINTS
More modern additions include Vedanayagam
(bishop in South India) who died in 1945, George
Fox – Founder of the Society of Friends, and
Charles Gore – founder of the Community of the
Resurrection (1932). There are many others, of
course.

I

One date that has controversy around it is 30
March. It commemorates King Charles I who
was executed in Whitehall on that day in 1649.
In the calender he is noted as being “King and
Martyr” and it depends on your point of view
whether that is the case.Charles believed that he
was protecting and standing up for the proper
order of his realm and the Church of England.
He had a very ‘high’ view of the office of King and
if you watched the coronaion of HM The Queen
in 1953 (which followed the pattern of many
earlier coronation and goes back hundreds of
years) you would have seen where his ideas
were founded. The anointing with Holy Oil on the

f you ever get chance it is worth looking
at the opening pages of a Book of Common
Prayer and Common Worship. In them you will
find a ‘Calendar’ and against various days there
is the name of a saint (a special person in the
eyes of the church, or indeed a notable person).
The Church of England does not ‘canonise’
In January, for instance, as well as
people as does the Roman Catholic Church but
celebrating the major festivals of The
certainly since the advent of ASB 1980 names
Naming and Circumcision of Jesus (Jan
have been included that are more up to date.
In January, for instance, as well as celebrating 1) we have The Epiphany (Jan 6) and the
the major festivals of The Naming and
Conversion of Paul (Jan 25) which
Circumcision of Jesus (Jan 1) we have The
brings the end of the Week of Prayer for
Epiphany (Jan 6) and the Conversion of Paul
Christian Unity
(Jan 25) which brings the end of the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity.
hands, the breast and the head followed by the
The earlier commemorations this month include
vesture in the Robes Royal – the Colobium
Basil the Great and Gregory of Nazianus (AD379
Sindonis, the Supertunica and the girdle and later
and 389); Aeldred of Hexham, Hilary of Poitiers,
by the Stole Royal and Robe Royal would all
Anthony of Egypt, Wulfstan, Agnes, Francis de
have given the emphasis of the new king being
Sales, Timothy & Titus and Thomas Aquinas.
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order of the Church of England with the Prayer
Book and the threefold orders of Ministry (Bishop,
priest and deacon).
His commemoration day was placed in the Prayer
Book Calendar at the Restoration in 1662 but
was removed in Victorian Times along with the
annual commemoration of ‘Gunpowder, Treason
something very special.
and Plot’. That has not been revived but Charles
This high view of kingship was, of course, behind
is back to be remembered. Whatever your
the problem of the “Divine Right of Kings” which
theological or political point of view he stood firm
caused so much trouble during those years.
for the faith he had been given and for the
There was no Parliamentary Democracy as we
Church of England; and on that cold January day,
believe we have now. The clash between the
as he stepped out through the window of the
sovereign and the reformers led, of course to the
Banqueting Hall in Whitehall onto the scaffold, he
civil war, Oliver Cromwell and all that. Charles
paid the price for standing ‘Firm in the faith of our
not only stood for his beliefs in the role of the
Fathers’.
sovereign but also for his belief in the established
Corona,on of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II - The Form and Order of Service and the Music Sung in the Abbey Church
of St Peter, Westminster. Page 66 and 67 London , Novello & Company 1953

PLOERMEL SOCIAL NIGHT
FRIDAY 18 JANUARY 2019 - 7.00 PM
This will be a fun evening of music, songs, sketches and dance. Dress code can be as
glamorous or as dressed down as you like.
If you would like to come along and join in the fun, please pop your name down on the
booking form located in the coffee room.
Tickets are 7.50 euros each which need to be purchased in advance from either myself or
Sue Coe.
Thank you
elaine.wilson@orange.fr
(Please be aware that this event will only go ahead if well supported so please sign up now)
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January 2019

Prepared by Donna

MONDAY:
Pray…. that we invite the Holy Spirit into our lives on a daily basis
…. for our Bishops Robert and David, our Archdeacon and diocese
…. for the impact of the social evenings in Ploërmel

TUESDAY:
Pray…. for protection for those working in emergency response
…. for Robin, Jeremy, Joy, Malcolm, John, and their families
…. for our family members who do not yet know Christ

WEDNESDAY:
Pray…. that our married members find joy in their marriages
…. for the Homegroup which has started in Ploërmel
…. for Worship Liaison Groups in all our churches

THURSDAY:
Pray… for the new service starting in Redon this month
…. for our lay readers Alan, Guy, John, Laura and Robin
…. that we find new opportunities to witness about Jesus

FRIDAY:
Pray… for all those feeling the pain and loss of bereavement
…. for wisdom for those negotiating the Brexit process
…. for members of our Chaplaincy Council and Wardens

SATURDAY:
Pray…. for thankful and generous hearts at Services
…. for all who have roles in music and organising worship

SUNDAY:
Pray…. for services in Ploërmel, Rostrenen, Huelgoat, & Redon
…. for Sabbath rest today as we enjoy Gods’ presence
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in

mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” Ephesians 6:18
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January
Ploërmel
6th

Epiphany – Holy Communion 11.00am

13th

Baptism of the Lord – Prayer and Praise 11.00am

20th

Epiphany 2 – Holy Communion 11.00am

27th

Epiphany 3 – Family Service with Holy Communion 11.00am

Redon Eglise St Charles, 10 avenue Gaston Sébilleau, Redon
6th

Epiphany - Holy Communion 10.30am

20th Epiphany 2 – Word and Worship 10.30am

Rostrenen
6th

Epiphany – Word and Worship 10.30am

13th Baptism of the Lord – Holy Communion 10.30am
20th Epiphany 2 – Word and Worship 10.30am
27th Epiphany 3 – Holy Communion 10.30am

Huelgoat
6th

Epiphany – Fellowship in Finistère 2.30pm

13th Baptism of the Lord – Holy Communion 2.30pm
20th Epiphany 2 – Fellowship in Finistère 2.30pm
27th Epiphany 3 – Holy Communion 2.30pm
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Christmas Carol Service Huelgoat Style!
We all love singing Christmas carols! So for Huelgoat Carol Service we had 12:
in English, in French, in Breton, in both French and English alternate verses, in
time with the music and even, for one Breton carol with a beautiful harp
accompaniment, not in time! It didn’t matter, the whole church sang, a full
church, voices soaring,
the French ably lead by
80-year-old Francis
their choir master
whose voice is still
strong and pure, and
who prefers singing in
English!
There was a role for
everyone available:
Pastor Robin brought us
the Christmas message; Rev Joy continued her traditional bi-lingual
contribution by praying in both languages; carols were announced in English
and French; readings were said in all 3 languages with the children carrying
their candles to accompany readers forward; Pat and Henk adjusted sound
levels; and both Père Peter the parish priest, and his predecessor Père
Lommig took part and were genuinely delighted to share with us all in this
Christmas celebration.
The church was
beautifully decorated
for the occasion with
the French creche and
Christmas tree lighting
up one corner while our
ladies had hung
greenery on the pillars
and decorated the
pews. It looked so
inviting, fit for a
celebration.
This Christmas service has become a much-loved tradition in both communities
with people coming from as far as Lorient and Audierne to be with us this
year. People lingered long after the service for coffee and cake, to meet old
friends, to make new ones. Everyone was smiling. It was a real moment of
Christian sharing and unity in Huelgoat.

Janet
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Chaplain:
The Rev’d Robin Adams Tel: 02 97 72 95 79

Contacts

E-mail: pastor.robin@churchinbrittany.com
Blog : https://pastorrobin9.wixsite.com/website

Clergy with PTO (Permission To

Officiate )

The Rev’d Jeremy Cross Tel: 02 97 93 27 24
E-mail jandscross@aol.com
The Rev’d Joy Dale Tel: 02 98 26 13 85
E-mail rev.joy@churchinbrittany.com
The Rev’d Canon Malcolm Jones
Tel: 02 56 22 00 45
E-mail: frmalcolmjones@hotmail.com
CHURCH OFFICE :

14 rue Général Dubreton, 56800 Ploërmel
Web Site: www.churchinbrittany.com
CHURCHWARDENS to the CHAPLAINCY

Janet Lageveen Tel: 02 98 99 63 14
E mail: janet.lageveen@gmail.com
Chris Wilson Tel: 02 97 72 19 29
E.mail : wilson.christopher@orange.fr

Ploërmel: Asst WARDENS
Norma Parker Tel: 02 97 75 42 37
Sue Coe and Rob Brookes

Huelgoat: Asst WARDEN
Henk Lageveen Tel: 02 98 99 63 14
E-mail: ccb.huelgoat@gmail.com

Rostrenen: Asst

WARDENS

Graham Lissaman Tel: 02 96 29 66 81

The views expressed in the contents
of this Newsletter are those of our
contributors and not necessarily the
views of Christ Church. Editor

Robin Hillman Tel: 02 97 51 74 26

Newsletter: Editor
Alfred Adgey
E-mail church.newsletter@orange.fr
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