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Pastor’s letter for October  

I t’s not about you! No 
really you are not the 

one who gets to judge the 
quality of an act of worship. 

It’s not about you! 
 
Once a wise Pastor was asked a 
tricky ques3on about worship. “If 
there is only one in the audience, 
is it really worth having a worship 
service?” He answered, “Unless 
there is only one in the audience 
then it isn’t really worship in the 
first place!”  

The English word “worship” comes 
from the word “worthy,” and here 
is one of its classic expressions: 
“worship” means acknowledging 
the worth, the worthyness, of the 
one who is worshiped. It means 
gladly recognizing and celebra3ng 
the fact that this God is who he is 
and does what he does. Worship is 
about giving an expression of 
worth to God alone. Any kind of 
worship, which is centered on the 
congrega3on, or the pastor or the 
musicians or the building or the 
denomina3on or the latest 

poli3cal or religious, spat IS NOT 
WORSHIP! It’s clearly not about 
you! 
 
True worship, Jesus says, is to 
worship the Father in Spirit and in 
truth. John 4:23. The two quali3es 
are first ‘Spirit’, which is all to do 
with the a8tude of the heart. God 
searched the heart of the 
worshipper to check the a8tude. 
He does not care about the 
posture of the body, the 
correctness of the liturgy, the style 

of the music, the eloquence of the 
preaching or lack thereof. The 
Father is seeking such people (the 
right spirit) to worship Him. John 
4:23b. In a worship service we 
should not be looking around at 
other people and judging their 
heart for worship, that is only the 
Father’s business. (Read Luke 18 
the parable of two worshippers) 
Instead we should be judging our 
own heart and offering ourselves 
as best we can through whatever 
means are available to us in the 
service. Suppose a prayer is to be 

It‘s Not About You! 



read in somewhat an3quated 
language, which is not really our 
preferred style, what do you do? 
You recite it as carefully and as 
meaningfully as you possibly can 
with heart felt enthusiasm.  
 

 
Otherwise you are not worshiping. 
Remember it is not about you! Or 
suppose there is an upbeat song, 
which encourages some others to 
raise their hands or even clap out 
the rhythm as an augmenta3on to 
the music, what do you do? You do 
your best to get into the mood of 
the song and put your focus on God 
instead of others, because real 
worship is not about you!  
I was touched by the opening of 
Psalm 141:3 used in out 
congrega3ons last week, ‘Let my 
prayer be counted as incense before 
you, and the liAing up of my hands 

as the evening sacrifice.’ Incense 
and hand rising, two very different 
styles of worship (Anglo-Catholic 
and Charisma3c we would say 
today) in the same verse, 3ed 
together by spirit – heart felt 
a8tude, judged by God alone. 
Amazing, it’s not about you is it? 
The second quality about genuine 
worship is truth, “True worship, 
Jesus says, is to worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth”. John 4:23. 
This kind of truth has both an 
objec3ve and a subjec3ve aspect. It 
is objec3ve in that we are expected 
to use our intellect, a giA from the 
creator, to explore the nature of 
God, Father Son and Holy Spirit, the 
redemp3ve work of Christ and the 
work of Christ in the world today 
through his body, which is the 

Church in the broadest sense. All 
this so that our worship is informed 
and relevant, remember it’s not 
about you! Bring your brain to 
worship in other words! Truth is 
subjec3ve in that being in the 
presence of a holy God makes us 
immediately aware of our failings as 
unworthy servants. Confession is 
about truth whether it be 

“……..suppose there is an 
upbeat song, which encourages 

some others to raise their 
hands or even clap out the 

rhythm as an augmentation to 
the music, what do you do?  

“…..All this so that our 
worship is informed and 

relevant, remember it’s not 
about you! Bring your brain 
to worship in other words! “ 

You do your best to get 
into the mood of the song 
and put your focus on God 
instead of others, because 
real worship is not about 

you! “ 



confessing our sins verbally using the 
general words provided but thinking 
about our personal failings as we 
recite the words or confessing the 
objec3ve truth of the faith in the creed 
or responses. Worship demands 
authen3city on our part. It demands 
integrity of word and deed, heart and 
mind; otherwise it is not genuine 
worship. Remember it is not about 
you! 
Bishop N T Wright says, “Worship is 
grounded in the fact that God is the 
creator of all.  Any aGempt to slide off 
into a dualism in which crea3on is 
secondary, shabby or evil is ruled out. 
Second, the task of humans is to bring 
to conscious thought and expression 

the worship of the rest of 
crea3on.  Heaven and earth are full of 
God’s glory, but God’s image-bearing 

creatures, we humans, are called to 
know that it is so and to put it into 
words of praise.  That is what you do 
every 3me you say “hallowed be thy 
name” or “glory be to God on high.” 
Remember it’s not about you! 

Pastor Robin 

         HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICES: 

These will take place on October 
14th at the three main worship 

centres and  Redon. Collections of 
tinned and dried foodstuffs and 
toiletries will be made on behalf 

of the Restos du Coeur.  

Tuesday 4th December at St. Charles, Redon 

Saturday 8th December at 3.00 
p.m. – Rostrenen area service 

(ecumenical) at Locarn 

Saturday 15th December at 3.00 p.m. – Huelgoat, Parish 
Church in town square. 

Sunday 16th December at 3.00 p.m. – in the Chapel of the 
Maison Mère Ploermel 

Worship demands 
authenticity on our part. It 
demands integrity of word 
and deed, heart and mind; 
otherwise it is not genuine 

worship. Remember it is not 
about you! 



The things we can’t see now will last forever.’  
2 Corinthians 4:18 MSG 

Welcome this change!Welcome this change!Welcome this change!Welcome this change!    

W e enjoy the blessings of change, but not the 
process of change. We’re creatures of habit. We 

form our habits, and our habits form us. Then we start to see 
things exclusively from our own perspective. And when that 

happens – we stagnate. The truth is, without change there is no 
growth. When you have the right attitude every experience – 

positive and negative – becomes an opportunity for progress. 
Think about it: trees need more than sunshine to produce fruit. 

Rainy seasons are productive seasons too, and they always 
precede the harvest. You don’t have to like rain, you just have to 
understand its purpose and benefits. The Bible says that every 

day ‘the Lord…makes us more and more like him…we are 
changed into his glorious image’ (2 Corinthians 3:18 NLT). But to 

become like Jesus you must follow wherever He leads. That 
means following Him through the wilderness of temptation, the 

pain of rejection, the forfeiting your reputation, the surrendering 
your will, and being ready to go to the place of crucifixion where 
you die to all forms of self-centred living. Following Jesus may 
mean being in a different location tomorrow than you are today. 
Once you grasp this principle, you’ll stop fearing and resisting 
the changes taking place in your life and start seeing God at 

work in them. Paul says: ‘Even though on the outside it…looks 
like things are falling apart…on the inside…God is making new 
life…The things we see now are here today, gone tomorrow. But 
the things we can’t see now will last forever’ (2 Corinthians 4:16-

18 MSG). 

  

“I came across this Word for Today“  Chris Wilson 



October 2018  

MONDAY:   
Pray….   that we invite the Holy Spirit into our lives on a daily basis           Pray….   that we invite the Holy Spirit into our lives on a daily basis           Pray….   that we invite the Holy Spirit into our lives on a daily basis           Pray….   that we invite the Holy Spirit into our lives on a daily basis               

                                    …. for our Bishops Robert and David, our Archdeacon and diocese…. for our Bishops Robert and David, our Archdeacon and diocese…. for our Bishops Robert and David, our Archdeacon and diocese…. for our Bishops Robert and David, our Archdeacon and diocese    

                                    …. for the impact of the social evenings in Ploërmel…. for the impact of the social evenings in Ploërmel…. for the impact of the social evenings in Ploërmel…. for the impact of the social evenings in Ploërmel    

TUESDAY:  
Pray…. for protection for those working in emergency responsePray…. for protection for those working in emergency responsePray…. for protection for those working in emergency responsePray…. for protection for those working in emergency response    

                            ….  for Robin, Jeremy, Joy, Malcolm, John, and their families….  for Robin, Jeremy, Joy, Malcolm, John, and their families….  for Robin, Jeremy, Joy, Malcolm, John, and their families….  for Robin, Jeremy, Joy, Malcolm, John, and their families    

                            …. for our family members who do not yet know Christ…. for our family members who do not yet know Christ…. for our family members who do not yet know Christ…. for our family members who do not yet know Christ    

WEDNESDAY:  
Pray…. that our married members find joy in their marriagesPray…. that our married members find joy in their marriagesPray…. that our married members find joy in their marriagesPray…. that our married members find joy in their marriages    

                                …. for the Homegroup which has started in Ploërmel…. for the Homegroup which has started in Ploërmel…. for the Homegroup which has started in Ploërmel…. for the Homegroup which has started in Ploërmel    

                                …. for Worship Liaison Groups in all our churches…. for Worship Liaison Groups in all our churches…. for Worship Liaison Groups in all our churches…. for Worship Liaison Groups in all our churches    

THURSDAY:  
 Pray… for the new service starting in Redon this monthPray… for the new service starting in Redon this monthPray… for the new service starting in Redon this monthPray… for the new service starting in Redon this month    

                                …. for our lay readers Alan, Guy, John, Laura and Robin…. for our lay readers Alan, Guy, John, Laura and Robin…. for our lay readers Alan, Guy, John, Laura and Robin…. for our lay readers Alan, Guy, John, Laura and Robin    

                                …. that we find new opportunities to witness about Jesus…. that we find new opportunities to witness about Jesus…. that we find new opportunities to witness about Jesus…. that we find new opportunities to witness about Jesus    

FRIDAY:  
Pray… for all those feeling the pain and loss of bereavementPray… for all those feeling the pain and loss of bereavementPray… for all those feeling the pain and loss of bereavementPray… for all those feeling the pain and loss of bereavement    

                            …. for wisdom for those negotiating the Brexit process…. for wisdom for those negotiating the Brexit process…. for wisdom for those negotiating the Brexit process…. for wisdom for those negotiating the Brexit process    

                            …. for members of our Chaplaincy Council and Wardens…. for members of our Chaplaincy Council and Wardens…. for members of our Chaplaincy Council and Wardens…. for members of our Chaplaincy Council and Wardens    

SATURDAY:  
Pray…. for thankful and generous hearts at Harvest ServicesPray…. for thankful and generous hearts at Harvest ServicesPray…. for thankful and generous hearts at Harvest ServicesPray…. for thankful and generous hearts at Harvest Services    

                                …. for all who have roles in music and organising  worship  …. for all who have roles in music and organising  worship  …. for all who have roles in music and organising  worship  …. for all who have roles in music and organising  worship      

SUNDAY:  
Pray…. for services in Ploërmel, Rostrenen, Huelgoat, & Redon                                            Pray…. for services in Ploërmel, Rostrenen, Huelgoat, & Redon                                            Pray…. for services in Ploërmel, Rostrenen, Huelgoat, & Redon                                            Pray…. for services in Ploërmel, Rostrenen, Huelgoat, & Redon                                                

                                …. for Sabbath rest today as we enjoy Gods’ presence…. for Sabbath rest today as we enjoy Gods’ presence…. for Sabbath rest today as we enjoy Gods’ presence…. for Sabbath rest today as we enjoy Gods’ presence    

 
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.” Ephesians 6:18 

Prepared by Donna 



What to PackWhat to PackWhat to PackWhat to Pack----    Gift ideasGift ideasGift ideasGift ideas    
All items should be new. Please include items from each category. Remember to make your 

box both FUN and EDUCATIONAL! 

TOYS TOYS TOYS TOYS ----    something to lovesomething to lovesomething to lovesomething to love    

Bear, soft toy, tennis ball, finger puppet, jigsaw, yo-yo, building blocks, small musical 
instrument, (for boys – trucks and cars, for girls – doll, clip-on earrings, make-up or hair 

accessories) etc. 

EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES EDUCATIONAL SUPPLIES ––––    something to dosomething to dosomething to dosomething to do    

Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, eraser, colouring book, notepad,                     
picture/puzzle book, chalk, pencil case, stickers etc. 

HYGIENE ITEMS HYGIENE ITEMS HYGIENE ITEMS HYGIENE ITEMS ––––    something to usesomething to usesomething to usesomething to use    

Toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, hair clips, bar of wrapped soap, flannel etc. 

OTHER ITEMS OTHER ITEMS OTHER ITEMS OTHER ITEMS ––––    something to eat or wearsomething to eat or wearsomething to eat or wearsomething to eat or wear    

Sweets (sell-by date to be at least March of following year), gloves, scarf. sunglasses, 
cap, hat, bangles, necklaces etc.  

Christ Church Brittany 

Yes, it is that time of year again! Here is a reminder of what to pack in your shoe box. 
Completed boxes need to be at Ploërmel by Sunday November 4th at the latest. If you have 

any queries, or need more information my e-mail is masonbronwen@gmail.com or visit the 
operation Christmas Child website which gives lots of interesting info. 



Please do not include the following items:  
Food   Chocolate, crisps, biscuits, tinned food or cakes (or any other 
food) 
Medicine   Medicines or vitamins of any kind 

War related items   Toy guns, soldiers or knives 

Clothing   (other than listed above) 
Fragile items   Glass containers; mirrors 

Liquids   of any kind including blow bubbles, shampoo, bubble bath, 
toiletry sets or aerosols 

Dangerous items   Marbles or sharp objects – scissors or razors 

Novels 

Anything of a political or racial nature 

Here’s the small print. Here’s the small print. Here’s the small print. Here’s the small print.     

Due to import regulations, all gifts should be new and comply with the        
conditions listed above. Please make sure your gifts are age appropriate and 

that you do not send any items in a shoe box (intended for a small child), 
which might be swallowed or mistaken for sweets. 

Should you inadvertently include any item that is not suitable or might be    
regarded as dangerous for the intended child, Samaritan’s Purse reserves 

the right to remove that item and use it for the benefit of the charity.            
Occasionally we have to change the contents to meet specific country         

requirements.  

Prayer is essential to Operation Christmas Child.  Please pray for the children that will receive each 
shoebox, as well as our communities in the UK that are participating. 

Bronwen and Alan Mason 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I  really do enjoy hearing the words 
"When I found Jesus" or "When I came 
to Christ" or other such declarations. It 
is confirmation to me that Christ is at 
work in the world, if indeed I need more 
confirmation.  I find it interesting, too, 
to hear the story which goes with the 
declaration.  Interesting in terms of the 
characters and their roles in the story. 
The different ways in which God is at 
work is fascinating.  Normally such 
declarations are made with enthusiasm 
and pure enjoyment and often the 
enthusiasm is contagious, not only to me 
but also to others who are listening or 
have heard the same or similar witness.  
There are times when on hearing these 
declarations I think, or have thought, "I 
can't say that!" and have become quite, 
not so much jealous or envious, but as 
though I've missed out on 
something.  I've never had a "Damascus 
Road experience" or 
"Revelation".  Never had a "Vision" in 
the sense of seeing Christ in a flash of 
light.  So am I missing something?  Yes, 
I think I am, but is it important?  Not 
as important as sometimes I think it 
should be.   
 
 

I  had the very good fortune of having 
a mother who took both myself and my 
brother to church on a regular basis 
from a very early age, so early that I 
don't remember my first visit to 
church. It has always been a part of my 
life and consequently so has Christ.  As 
children we were taken to Sunday 
School, not sent, so all of this seemed 
quite normal. This happened before my 
mother was able to drive so buses were 
caught and winter Sunday mornings 
standing in a freezing bus shelter 
waiting for a bus that sometimes didn't 
come weren't uncommon and remain a 
vivid memory.  Sadly, my own children 
didn't have such good fortune - not the 
standing in freezing bus shelters!  From 
childhood to adolescence and then 
adulthood, church attendance was part 
of my life and the name of Jesus was 
heard frequently in my home.  I learned 
the words of the Nunc Dimitus by heart 
and remember thinking that it was the 
biggest dirge ever written, until I 
understood it.  Then there were periods 
of my life when I fell out with God and 
didn't attend church.  These were 
interspersed with times when I 
returned to the "fold" only to leave 
again when other influences became 
more important to me.  Now, I am 
pleased to be back and feel so pleased 
that Christ has always been in my life, 
whether I've wanted that, appreciated 
that or even noticed that, so I've had 
no need of a blinding light, a "Damascus 
Road" experience or "vision" and am 
content to know that looking back over 
some difficult times He has always been 
there.  Content is not the right 
word.  Happy?  Joyful?  I think that 
really quite pleased that I don't know 
what it is like not to have God in my life 
is the most comforting and precious of 
feelings. 

  Colin JONES 



W ell done church 
newsletter for 

including this exceptionally 
important and well written blog. My 
61/2 year old granddaughter, 
Emma, has come out to us again this 
year for her annual summer holiday 
with her family and the first thing 
she did, (after greeting dogs, cats 
and us in that order) was to tell me 
very seriously that she would be 
watching me to make sure that I 
only used recyclable plastics. And 
then went on to tell me that we 
have to look after God's creation. 
High five Emma! 
I was shocked when I was recently 
on holiday in South Africa to have 
my first encounter with the plastic 
beads that are contaminating the 
oceans everywhere. Great big 
swathes of them swirling in the 
sea, and being left in thick piles 
along the shore line. 
My New Zealand friend tells me of 
the sadness of seeing Albatross 
dying on the beach in front of them 
because their digestive systems 
are clogged with waste plastic. 

The stories of our plastics 
endangering the world are daunting. 
How can we as Christians ignore 
this? Let's all get active and do our 
bit and more, and stop ignoring or 
paying lip service to the world’s 
problem of plastics pollution. 
Kate Nicholas 

Emma shows her total disdain for the  
overuse of plas)c 

Teaching Granny…………….. 

Park It!Park It!Park It!Park It!    
 
The minister of a well-attended, 
strong, and enthusiastic church often 
showed himself ready and able to 
deal with any situation that might 
come up. 
One Sunday, just as the minister was 
reaching the peak of his sermon, his 
own young son entered the church, 
ran to the centre aisle, started 
making loud beeps and  

 
brrrmms like a car without a silencer, 
then zoomed right toward him. 
The minister stopped his sermon, 
pointed directly at his son, and 
commanded, "Jimmy, park the car 
immediately beside your mother on 
that bench (pointing), turn off the 
ignition, and hand her the keys." 
The sermon continued undisturbed 
after a good laugh by the 
congregation. 



“ mi%é at its very best” 
said one of the Huelgoat fellowship 
the next day. ‘Amitié’ means 
friendship, and yes, that was a great 
summary of our August ecumenical 
service. A real moment of sharing and 
unity. On Sunday 19th August there 
were many Catholic priests moving 
churches and Père Lommig in Huelgoat 
was one of them. He’d been in 
Huelgoat for 8 years and has been a 
big part of our friendship with the 
Catholic believers here. Christmas 
carol concerts; ecumenical services; a 
shared meal and visit of Brennilis 
church; Lommig has been with us 
every step of the way, quietly 
encouraging, always open to what we 
suggest, promoting Christian unity at 
every step.  
In this his farewell service with his 
own congregation in Huelgoat he spoke 
of their being “open to the Anglican 
Christian community with whom we 
have real friendships and very deep  
moments of communion”.  
Preparing for the service he thought 
there might be 30 Catholics attending 
mass, it wasn’t a special occasion 
really – but in fact almost 100 French 
attended. There were also 25 in our 
British congregation swelling the 
numbers and being complemented on 
our singing (a rousing “To God be the 
Glory, great things He hath done”, and 
later our communion song “Behold the 
Lamb who bears our sins away”, which 
was loved by the Catholics who wanted 
to know if we had a version in French 
for them. 

It was a service of sharing: Pastor 
Robin read the English translation of 
Lommig’s sermon on Ephesians ch 5; 
Rev Joy read prayers with Lommig, 
alternating English and French: Robin 
gave a word of thanks to Lommig from 
Christ Church Brittany, which Joy 
then read out in French: and we 
shared communion side by side, 
together, Lommig offering the bread, 
Robin the wine.  
Lommig spoke on Ephesians saying: 
 
"Let us rather be filled by the Holy 
Spirit" 
A Spirit of science to understand who 
God is,  
a Spirit of love and respect for God to 
behave as his children,  
a Spirit of wisdom to discover his Plan,  
a Spirit of understanding to discern 
what is right,  
a Spirit of guidance to make the right 
decisions,  
a Spirit of strength to have the 
courage to carry them out...  
The Holy Spirit will alter us to fit 
Jesus. 
 



Lommig went on to say: “By way of 
goodbye, I would like to remind you 
of a sentence of Saint Paul to the 
Ephesians: " Be completely humble 
and gentle; be patient, bearing 

with one another in love.”  I also 
leave you with two words that I try 
to live as best I can: kindness and 
hope. Without kindness and hope, 
we become bitter! Let us be kind 
and live in hope.” 
The service ended with the 
traditional ‘pot d’amitié’ (drinks 
from the French, nibbles from the 
British) and it was a good hour 
before everyone left! 
One of the French ladies later said 
that if all the local services were 
so joyful and uplifting, she would 
attend mass every week! 

Janet 

 

A fter 6 years at Rostrenen Père       
Jean-Marc L’Hermitte is moving to be near 
the north coast of the Côtes d’Armor, to 
the parishes of Ploumiliau, Plestin-les-

Grèves and Plouaret. He has been a good 
friend to us, often popping in to say ‘hello’ 
when the Fellowship group or Council  
were meeting at the Salle Paroissiale 
which is effectively in his garden. He has 
also been present every year at the Locarn 
carol service which brings together 
Catholics and Anglicans, French, English 
and Breton speakers, for a celebration of 
Advent and Christmas followed by tea.  
On August 18th a group of us from our 
Rostrenen congregation attended his 
farewell Mass at Notre Dame which was 
followed by a reception in the Salle de la 
Fontaine. We presented him with a card 
and a book about National Trust properties 
to tempt him to visit ‘la Grande Bretagne’.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We wish him all the best in his new 
parishes and welcome Père Yves Poilvet 
who arrives this month from Quintin. His 
installation is to take place on September 
22nd at 18.30 in the church at Plounévez-

Quintin. 
 

Laura 
 

 

 

Au Revoir  Père Jean-Marc 



T he October social at 
Ploërmel on Friday the 26th will 
take the form of an Auction. Any 
items that you have that you 

have finished with and are in 
good condition - and that you 
think someone else would enjoy 
them - please donate them to 
Sue Coe at Ploermel, (via Pastor 
Robin if necessary). As well as 
items, we are looking for 
promises, for instance, a meal for 
4, 2 hours ironing, a few hours 
gardening, a trip to the coast, a 
celebration cake ....... get the 
picture? The emphasis is on easily 
saleable items as this is not a 
"vide grenier" for your old tat, 
and I shall have the final decision 
as to whether an item is suitable 
or not. A proportion of the money 
raised on your item can be  

 
 
retained by you if you so wish, 
otherwise all monies raised will go 
into church funds. Last time we 
raised €1500! It is very important 
that I receive all items and 
promises by Friday 19th 
October, as everything has to be 
photographed and catalogued for 
a pre display on Sunday 21st. 
Nothing will be accepted on the 
night! It was huge fun last time 
and items sold for a couple of 
euros right up to €100 +.  So do 
come and bring all your friends. 
The more people bidding the 

more exciting the evening! 
Hoping to hear from you all very 
soon."  
 
Sue Coe  

AUCTION OF PROMISES AND ITEMS  
SOCIAL NIGHT 

FRIDAY 26th OCTOBER 2018 
STARTING AT 7.00 PM 

The cost is 7.50 Euros per person for a light 2 course supper (to be paid for in 
advance) but please remember to bring your own drinks. 

Vegetarians can be catered for, please tick the ‘V’ box on the booking form. 

If you would like to come along and join in the fun pop your name down on the 
booking form located in the coffee room or let Sue know at 

suecoe2@yahoo.co.uk. 



 

T he financial situation of Christ 
Church was currently quite 
healthy: receipts  were better 

than anticipated in the budget while 
expenditure (inevitably higher now 
that Christ Church had a Chaplain) 
was less than expected when the 
budget had been formulated; 

Major expenses, previously approved 
by the Council, included the purchase 
of a projector and screen for the 
coffee room at Ploërmel (but paid 
for by an anonymous donor) and a 
speaker system for Rostrenen. 

There was little new to report on 
safeguarding issues but progress was 
being made on the Revd Joy Dale’s 
acceptance as a Level Two trainer - 
10 persons at Christ Church were 
required to have this level of 
training. 

  A permanent Safeguarding Officer 
was still required for Christ Church. 
Data protection lists had been made 

but it appeared that there would be 
a considerable shortfall in the future 
in the number on the Roll which has 
various implications; 

Photographs of specific persons in the 
Newsletter would only be included in 
the Newsletter if specific 
permission had been given; 

John Cullingford had now received 
permission to officiate as a Reader 
following his transfer from the 
Salisbury Diocese; 

Carole Turner is taking over as 
Electoral Roll Officer; 

Support for the Quiet Day/Prayer 
Day to be held near Mauron on 15th 
September was urged; 

 

 
All three worship centres reported 

good feedback to the Prayer Course 
and the additional services at 
Huelgoat and Rostrenen had been 
welcomed; 

Harvest Thanksgiving services will 
take place on Sunday October 14th 
with collections of tinned and dried 
goods and toiletries being made for 
the Restos du Cœur. 

Dates for the Carol Services at 
Locarn (December 8th), Huelgoat 
(December 15th) and Ploërmel 
(December 16th) were confirmed 
while arrangements for Redon were 
still to be finalised; 

AGMs will shortly take place for La 
Source and Les Mains Ouvertes; 

Charitable support will fall well below 
the 10% target of income in 2018 
although 1336€ received from the 
Rostrenen Garden Fête in aid of 
Médecins sans Frontières will pass 
through the Les Mains Ouvertes 
account although it was not 
advertised as a specifically church 
event; 

Colin Jones is taking over as 
Treasurer of Les Mains Ouvertes. 
Derek Richards, who had given years 
of sterling work to it, had resigned 
due to ill health; 

Reports were given by representatives 
of all three congregations; 

A number of publicity issues were 
considered. 

 
Robin Hillman 

Honorary Secretary 
Christ Church Brittany Chaplaincy Council. 

ITEMS RAISED AND/OR 
DISCUSSED AT THE CHRIST 

CHURCH BRITTANY CHAPLAINCY 
COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY 30th 
AUGUST  



Ploërmel 
7th Nineteenth after Trinity – Holy Communion 11.00am 

14th Harvest Festival – Prayer and Praise 11.00am 

21st Twenty First after Trinity – Holy Communion 11.00am  

28th Last after Trinity – Family Service with Holy Communion 11.00am 

Redon 
 

 
 

Rostrenen 
7th Nineteenth after Trinity – *Word and Worship 10.30am 
14th Harvest Festival – Holy Communion 10.30am 

21st Twenty First after Trinity – *Word and Worship 10.30am 

28th Last after Trinity – Holy Communion 10.30am 

  

Huelgoat 
7th Nineteenth after Trinity – *Fellowship in Finistère 2.30pm 

14th Harvest Festival – Holy Communion 2.30pm 

21st Twenty First after Trinity – *Fellowship in Finistère 
2.30pm 

28th Last after Trinity – Holy Communion 2.30pm 

 

OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober  

* Word and Worship services in 
the Salle Paroissiale, 

    4 rue Joseph Pennec,       
Rostrenen 

* Fellowship in Finistère held in the 
Maison Paroissiale, 

      diagonally opposite the church.  

The Redon Harvest festival  Service is at St. Charles Church 
10:30am on October 14th. Details on the CCB website using the 
datamatrix code on the right or h*ps://churchinbri*any.com 

Visit our website 

ROSTRENEN, Collège de Campostal, 5 place du Bourg Coz 22110 
Rostrenen  

HUELGOAT, Parish Church, Place Aristide Briand, Huelgoat 29690 

REDON St. Charles Church, 10 Avenue Gaston Sebilleau 
Redon 35600 

Church AddressesChurch AddressesChurch AddressesChurch Addresses    
 

 PLOERMEL  14 Rue Général Dubreton 56800 Ploërmel 



T he annual meeting of "Les Mains 
Ouvertes" was held in Ploërmel on 

the 2nd of September and during 
which I was elected as Treasurer to 
succeed Derek.  Financially the 
Association is in good order and will 
certainly get somewhere near its 
target of giving ten per cent of the 
gross annual income of Christ Church 
to charitable causes.  This is due 
mainly to the hard work of the families 
Desoer, for the Bishop's Lent Appeal, 
of Ploërmel and the Lissamans of 
Rostrenen, for the Garden Party in aid 
of Médecins Sans Frontières, who 
between them raised a sum of over two 
thousand two hundred euros.  Our 
thanks go to them and to those who 
made donations, anonymously and 
otherwise, during the year either 
directly or through the boxes placed 
at each worship centre. 
  
The subscription for 2019 has been 
revised and is now set at five euros per 
person.  If you would like to subscribe 
now and get fourteen months for the 
price of twelve please make your euro 
cheques payable to Les Mains Ouvertes 
and send them to me care of Christ 
Church, Ploërmel.   If you would like to 
give by a Sterling cheque, then please 
would you contact me directly.  There 

are also the boxes at each worship 
centre into which you may put your 
subscription if you wish to remain 
anonymous. 
  
So, what are the benefits you receive 
as a member of such a prestigious 
Association?  The knowledge and 
satisfaction of knowing that you will be 
supporting directly the charities 
nominated by the Council of Christ 
Church, Brittany, of which you will be 
informed through the Church 
Newsletter once the Church Council 
has deliberated at its next meeting on 
the 8th November.  And that, in 
solidarity with hopefully every other 
member of our congregations, you will 
be even more involved in God's work in 
both our community and 
internationally.  In the meantime, 
there is no reason why you shouldn't 
lobby any of the members of Council if 
you have a specific charity close to 
your heart and are willing to keep us 
informed on a regular basis of the 
work of that charity. 
  
And finally, please don't feel that the 
new membership subscription is the 
maximum that you can give.  Any 
amount from one centime upwards will 
be gratefully received, please 
remember too if you wish to donate 
there is a box available in each worship 
centre. 
 
As your newly appointed Treasurer, 
may I encourage those of you who are 
now aware of our cause at "Les Mains 
Ouvertes", to help us financially in any 
way that you can and to those who we 
rely upon already, thank you, we value 
every cent you have contributed. 
  
Colin JONES 



International Justice Mission - 
 a global organization with a plan to eliminate the slave trade everywhere. 

.They are an organized group of advocates, donors, investigators, social 
workers, lawyers and government leaders who are executing a proven plan 
that will stop the modern slave trade in its tracks. They are the largest 

international anti-slavery organisation in the world. 
. 

 

 

 

 

 

First IJM find the victims of violence and slavery and then support the local police 
in rescue operations and alleviating the urgent needs of safety, shelter, counseling 

and education. 
Then they support the police in investigating, arresting and charging slave owners 

with crimes. 
They work hard to make sure laws against slavery are enforced making it legally and 

financially impossible for slave owners to stay in business. 

Land Theft 
For poor families, a house and a small patch of land are often their only source of 

shelter, food and desperately needed income. 

Sex Trafficking 
The nightmare of sex trafficking thrives when law enforcement cannot protect 

vulnerable children and women. 

Police Abuse of Power 
Poor people in the developing world are abused by corrupt police who extort bribes 

and brutalize innocent citizens. 

Citizenship Rights Abuse 
Worldwide, an estimated 12 million people are stateless—people who hold no 

citizenship of any kind. No citizenship means no country claims you. No justice 
protects you. 

Sexual Violence Against Children 
Sexual violence is a truly global epidemic that leaves millions around the world 

terrified in their homes, schools and neighborhoods. 

Forced Labor Slavery 

Forced labor slavery uses deception, threats or violence to coerce someone to work 
for little to no pay. 

“cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, 
plead for the widow.” Isaiah 1                                                     

  International Justice Mission 
www.ijm.org 

 

  Information supplied by Donna 

Did you know ….. 
+There are 40+ million slaves globally. 

That’s more than ever before in human history. 
+Slavery is a multibillion-dollar industry. 

Human trafficking generates $150B annually. 
+Slave owners prey on the poor and weak. 
1 in 4 victims of forced labor is a child. 



The Passion Flower. 

C alled "Espina de 
Cristo" (Christ's thorns) by Spanish 
Christian missionaries who first 
discovered it in South America, each 
part of the flower holds symbolic 
meaning in recognition of the 
crucifixion story - the passion of the 
Christ. Five sepals and five petals 
refer to the ten faithful apostles 
(excluding Judas and Peter). Three 
stigma represent the three nails that 
held Christ to the cross, while five 
anthers represent his five sacred 
wounds. The tendrils of the flower 
are said to resemble the whips used 
in the flagellation, while the 
filaments, which can number in 
excess of a hundred depending on the 
flower, depict the crown of thorns.  

 
 
 
 
 

This powerful symbolism has led to 
the inclusion of the Passion Flower 
among the ornamentation of various 
churches, such as in stained glass 
window designs, altar frontals and 
lectern falls. 
Fr Malcolm 

GOD TELLS ADAM TO BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLYGOD TELLS ADAM TO BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLYGOD TELLS ADAM TO BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLYGOD TELLS ADAM TO BE FRUITFUL AND MULTIPLY    
 
A few days after creation, the Lord called Adam and said, “It is time for 
you and Eve to begin the process of populating the earth, so I want you to 
kiss her.” Adam answered, “Yes Lord, but what is a kiss?” So the Lord 
gave a brief description to Adam who took Eve by the hand and took her 
over to a nearby bush. 
A few minutes later, Adam emerged and said, “Thank you Lord, that was 
quite enjoyable.” 
And the Lord replied, “Yes Adam, I thought you might enjoy that. Now, I’d 
like you to caress Eve.” And Adam asked, “What is a ‘caress’?” So the Lord 
again gave Adam a brief description and then Adam went behind the bush 
to caress Eve. 
Quite a few minutes later, Adam returned, smiling, and said, “‘Lord, that 
was even better than the kiss.” 
And the Lord said, “You’ve done well Adam. And now I want you to make 
love to Eve.” 
And Adam asked, “What is ‘make love’ Lord?” So the Lord again gave Adam 
directions and Adam went again to Eve behind the bush. But this time he 
reappeared in five seconds and asked, “Lord, what is a ‘headache’?” 



C aroline was a bright and 
vibrant person. She loved 

music and  cooking was her passion 
and she used to cook up a storm – 
she’ll always be remembered for 
her amazing roasts! She loved 
gardening, her pots were always 
admired and she also had an 
amazing talent for flower 
arranging . 
Caroline and Gerald  bought a pub 
and the family moved to North 
Devon, where they enjoyed a happy 
life and successful business before 
buying a restaurant in Barnstaple. 
Unfortunately, the economic crash 
of the 90’s bought an end to the 
business and her marriage. 
Circumstances took Caroline to 
Somerset where she continued to 
work in catering before a complete 
career change saw her working in 
recruitment. In this time, her 
granddaughters, Iona and Mercedes 
were born.  They made her life 
complete and were her everything.   
After the collapse of the 
recruitment company Caroline 
fulfilled a life time dream and made 
the very brave decision to go to 
University in her 50’s to study a 
degree in Social Science.  She went 
on to work rehabilitating prisoners 
in Exeter and other outlying 

prisons, and also worked voluntarily 
with disadvantaged and disabled 
children, taking them for days out 
and enrichment activities. 
At this point in her life, Caroline 
found Charlie, who was and always 
will be her soulmate.  They 
continued to live in North Devon 
before moving to Cornwall to be 
nearer the family.  They then 
retired and moved to France where 
they lived a very happy and 
enriched life. 
Shortly after Caroline and Charlie 
married, Debbie met Darren and a 
couple of years later added a 
gorgeous grandson, Peter to their 
lives. 
Caroline loved her family beyond all 
else. Charles, Amanda, Debbie, 
Darren and her three precious 
grandchildren were her absolute 
world and they will love her and 
remember her forever. God Bless 
her. 

The following is an edited version of the  Obituary, wri%en by  Caroline‘s daughter Debbie and read by Laura at 
the Crema*on service at Carhaix recently. Caroline, un*l quite recently, was an ac*ve member of our church in 
Huelgoat and along  with her husband Charles, both served on the Chaplaincy Council. All who worked  alongside 
Caroline found her a dedicated and a true professional and one who had the ability to grasp the detail  of any 
asignment undertaken. I found her warm and full of empathy and goodwill in the true Chris*an spirit. It is with 
great deal of sadness that I write this statement. As Charles reminded me “Caroline is with God now and I 
know she had no fear of death, such was her faith“  Rest in peace Caroline.     Editor 

Caroline Collier 



Chaplain:Chaplain:Chaplain:Chaplain:    

The Rev’d Robin Adams The Rev’d Robin Adams The Rev’d Robin Adams The Rev’d Robin Adams Tel:  Tel:  Tel:  Tel:  02 97 72 95 79 02 97 72 95 79 02 97 72 95 79 02 97 72 95 79     

E-mail:  pastor.robin@churchinbrittany.com 

Blog :   https://pastorrobin9.wixsite.com/website  

Clergy with  PTO Clergy with  PTO Clergy with  PTO Clergy with  PTO ((((Permission To  Officiate )Permission To  Officiate )Permission To  Officiate )Permission To  Officiate )    

The Rev’d Jeremy Cross  Tel: 02 97 93 27 24The Rev’d Jeremy Cross  Tel: 02 97 93 27 24The Rev’d Jeremy Cross  Tel: 02 97 93 27 24The Rev’d Jeremy Cross  Tel: 02 97 93 27 24    

E-mail jandscross@aol.com 

The Rev’d Joy Dale Tel: 02 98 26 13 85The Rev’d Joy Dale Tel: 02 98 26 13 85The Rev’d Joy Dale Tel: 02 98 26 13 85The Rev’d Joy Dale Tel: 02 98 26 13 85    

E-mail  rev.joy@churchinbrittany.com  

The Rev’d Canon Malcolm Jones                      The Rev’d Canon Malcolm Jones                      The Rev’d Canon Malcolm Jones                      The Rev’d Canon Malcolm Jones                      
Tel: 02 56 22 00 45Tel: 02 56 22 00 45Tel: 02 56 22 00 45Tel: 02 56 22 00 45    

E-mail:  frmalcolmjones@hotmail.com 
CHURCH OFFICE :CHURCH OFFICE :CHURCH OFFICE :CHURCH OFFICE :    

14 rue Général Dubreton, 56800 Ploërmel   

Web Site: www.churchinbrittany.com 

CHURCHWARDENS  to the CHAPLAINCYCHURCHWARDENS  to the CHAPLAINCYCHURCHWARDENS  to the CHAPLAINCYCHURCHWARDENS  to the CHAPLAINCY    

Janet  Lageveen  Tel: 02 98 99 63 14Janet  Lageveen  Tel: 02 98 99 63 14Janet  Lageveen  Tel: 02 98 99 63 14Janet  Lageveen  Tel: 02 98 99 63 14    

E mail: janet.lageveen@gmail.com  

CCCChris Wilson hris Wilson hris Wilson hris Wilson Tel: 02 97 72 19 29  Tel: 02 97 72 19 29  Tel: 02 97 72 19 29  Tel: 02 97 72 19 29      

E.mail : wilson.christopher@orange.fr 

Ploërmel: Ploërmel: Ploërmel: Ploërmel: Asst Asst Asst Asst WARDENSWARDENSWARDENSWARDENS    

Norma Parker  Tel: 02 97 75 42 37  Norma Parker  Tel: 02 97 75 42 37  Norma Parker  Tel: 02 97 75 42 37  Norma Parker  Tel: 02 97 75 42 37      

Sue Coe and Rob BrookesSue Coe and Rob BrookesSue Coe and Rob BrookesSue Coe and Rob Brookes    

Huelgoat: Huelgoat: Huelgoat: Huelgoat: Asst WARDENAsst WARDENAsst WARDENAsst WARDEN    

Henk Lageveen Tel: 02 98 99 63 14Henk Lageveen Tel: 02 98 99 63 14Henk Lageveen Tel: 02 98 99 63 14Henk Lageveen Tel: 02 98 99 63 14    

 E-mail: ccb.huelgoat@gmail.com 

Rostrenen: Rostrenen: Rostrenen: Rostrenen: Asst  WARDENSAsst  WARDENSAsst  WARDENSAsst  WARDENS    

Graham Lissaman Tel: 02 96 29 66 81Graham Lissaman Tel: 02 96 29 66 81Graham Lissaman Tel: 02 96 29 66 81Graham Lissaman Tel: 02 96 29 66 81    

Robin Hillman Robin Hillman Robin Hillman Robin Hillman Tel: 02 97 51 74 26Tel: 02 97 51 74 26Tel: 02 97 51 74 26Tel: 02 97 51 74 26    

Newsletter:  EditorNewsletter:  EditorNewsletter:  EditorNewsletter:  Editor    
Alfred Adgey  Alfred Adgey  Alfred Adgey  Alfred Adgey      
E-mail church.newsletter@orange.fr             

The views expressed in the contents of The views expressed in the contents of The views expressed in the contents of The views expressed in the contents of 
this Newsletter are those of our this Newsletter are those of our this Newsletter are those of our this Newsletter are those of our 

contributors and not necessarily the contributors and not necessarily the contributors and not necessarily the contributors and not necessarily the 
views of Christ Churchviews of Christ Churchviews of Christ Churchviews of Christ Church.  Editor 
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Visit our website 


