
THE ROLE OF THE CHAIR OF THE HOUSE OF LAITY IN THE ARCHDEACONRY OF 
FRANCE AND MONACO

I Diocesan Regulations
For official regulations please see the Diocesan Handbook at these links:

https://europe.anglican.org/diocesan-handbook/constitution-of-the-diocese-in-europe-1995 
https://europe.anglican.org/diocesan-policies-and-guidelines/diocesan-policies-and-
guidelines 

II Responsibilities
The Chair of the House of Laity at the Archdeaconry Synod of France and Monaco has the 
following specific responsibilities:

• To attend meetings of the Standing Committee (usually 3-4 times a year) and to 
represent elected lay members of the Synod at those meetings.

• To lead elected Synod Representatives at the Archdeaconry Synod in their annual 
business meeting, and to ensure fair representation of members both at the synod 
and to the Diocese when appropriate.

• To contribute to the preparation and organisation of the annual Archdeaconry 
Synod, in collaboration with the Archdeacon and other members of the Standing 
Committee. The Standing Committee oversees roles and responsibilities in this 
organisation and individual contribution by members may vary according to 
circumstances.

• Any other requirement as agreed with the Archdeacon and with the Standing 
Committee.

III Qualifications and Eligibility
Anyone wishing to stand for election as Chair of House of Laity must:

• Be an elected Synod Representative of one of the Chaplaincies in the 
Archdeaconry of France and Monaco

• Be willing to fulfil the responsibilities outlined above.

To stand for election, any candidate 
• Must be proposed for this position by another elected lay member of the 

archdeaconry synod
• Write a short statement including (i) the reasons for wishing to stand for this role 

and (ii) what they would hope to bring to the role.
• Send this statement, together with the proposal letter, to the Secretary of the 

Standing Committee at the latest two weeks before the start of the annual synod.
• Be ready to present their statement at the meeting of the House of Laity, before a 

vote is held to elect a chair.

IV Elections
In the case where there are several candidates, a vote will be taken by secret ballot at the 
meeting of the House of Laity.
If there is only one candidate, the House of Laity has the final say in approving or not 
approving the candidate.
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